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I.—Foreran Pouirics. 


Tue Sahachar, of the 5th August, says that Major Grant has been 
granted compensation for the loss of his horse in the 
action at ‘hobal But will Haridas be allowed 
compensation for the loss of his chain during the attack on the Residency ? 

_2. Referring to the recent Murshidabad case under the Arms Act, the 
Banganivast, of the 7th August, says that the owners 
of the rifles are the spiritual guides of the Manipur 
Royal family. If the Manipur Princes are con- 
demned to death, then it is only reasonable that the family of their spiritual 
guides should be more heavily punished than themselves. | 

38. The Samay, of the 7th August, says that the Paris correspondent of 
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The spiritual guides of the 
Manipur Royal Family. 


h E li h ° E t. 7. . . 
The English in Egyp certain enemies of the Khedive of Eg 


t have 
complained to the Sultan that the Khedive is secretly helping the English to 
establish their ascendency in that conntry. It is with friendly professions that 
the English entered Egypt with an army, and they have long coveted the 
possession of that country. The Khedive is a mere puppet in the hands of 
the English Consul at Cairo, and that being the case, no fault can be found with 
him. If the Sultan has had any suspicion of hypocrisy on the part of the 
English, he should have satisfied himself on the point long ere now. The 
Khedive cannot be punished. 

4. The Bangavasi, of the 8th August, makes the following remarks on 

The Englishman's statement of the Englishman newspaper’s enunciation of the 
the Manipur policy of Goveri- Manipur policy of Government, namely, that if 
ment. Tikendrajit is hanged, Manipur will not be annexed, 
and if he is not hanged Manipur will be annexed :— 

The Englishman is one of themselves, and so keeps himself best informed 
of what passes among them. It is he, therefore, who is best entitled to say 
what the proclivities of men of his own country and nationality are. We have 
nothing to say. 

5. The Datnik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 12th August, says that both 
Tikendrajit and the Tongal General will be 
executed. The appeal has proved ineffectual. 
The well-reasoned petition of Mr. Monomohan 
Ghosh has failed to do anything for Tikendrajit and the Tongal. It has done 
some good to Raja Kula Chandra and Senapati Angal Singh. They will not 
have to give up their lives on the gallows; they will be transported for life. 
But all their property, moveable and immoveable, will be confiscated by Govern- 
ment. Will the State of Manipur be confiscated on account of its being the 
immoveable property of Kula Chundra? 

Nothing has been able to save the life of Tikendrajit, for nothing has been 
able to move the immoveable heart of the Governor-General. The Editors of 
the Englishman and some other Anglo-Indian papers are rejoicing; we cannot 
rejoice at the killing of a man. Tikendrajit, the Jubaraj of Manipur, and the 
old Minister, the Tongal, will be hanged. The Governor-General’s decision is 
final: there is no hope (for the condemned! in this world. But even 
Tikendrajit’s life may yet be saved if the Empress of India, who is, as it were 
made of kindness, wills to be merciful. 

6. The same paper, of the 13th August, has 
the following on the execution of Tikendrajit and 
the T'ongal :— 

Tikendrajit Singh, the Jubaraj of Manipur, and the old Minister, Tongal 
General, will, both of them, lose their lives—will be hanged to-day—in Manipur, 
which is Tikendrajit’s ancestral kingdom. The Editors of the Englishman and 
other Anglo-Indian papers are glad to hear that Tikendrajit and the Tongal will 
be hanged. We tremble when we hear that a man will be killed, for we are 
timid Bengali editors. Tikendrajit is not an ordinary man. He was the 
Jubaraj of Manipur and its practical ruler. It is a matter of course that we 
should be at our wit’s end to hear that he will lose his life in this manner. 

The Englishman says that the petition of objections which Mr. Mana. 
mohan Ghosh wrote against the sentence of death was a respectful and 
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reasonable representation. But it is clear that the petition has failed to shake — 
the determination of the Governor-General and his Councillors. When the 
Government of India will make their decision known to the public, it will also 
publish Mr. Ghosh’s petition. But by that time both Tikendrajit and the Tongal 
will have been gone from this world! And if any flaw is then really discovered 
in the decision of the Government of India, no one will see Tikendrajit and 
the Tongal living. | 

The Englishman says that Mr, Ghosh has attempted to show that “ Manipur 
is an independent State, and when the British Raj first makes war and commits 
other oppressions on them, the independent Rajas of India can fight with it (in 
self-defence).”” Until we see Mr. Ghosh’s petition, we cannot well argue this 
point with the Englishman. In our opinion the question whether or not the 
independent rulers of India can fight in self-defence, if the British Government 
first engages in war with and commits the grossest oppression on them, cannot 
be decided in this country ; probably it cannot be decided even in: this world, 
The question whether Manipur was independent or not cannot be decided in 
this world. In the same way the question, whether or not Tikendrajit and 
the Tongal should have been put to death, and whether or not Lord Lansdowne 
had morally any right to pass the sentence of death, will not probably be finally 
decided in this world. Again, the question whether or not it has been good 
for the British State policy to carry out the sentence of death on Tikendrajit 
will not also be decided in this world. There is doubt about every other 
thing, but there will be no doubt about this, that the Jubaraj of Manipur had 
to die at the gallows in his own kingdom. The man by whose order lots of 
men would have been put to death has been put to death by order of the 
representative of the British Raj! What wonder that our soft and timid heart 
should utterly sink at this ! | 


What will become of the State? 


The Anglo-Indian correspondents say that the question whether or not 
khas possession will be taken of Manipur will be decided in a day or two. 
But it seems that it will not be made khas. A minor of the Royal family will 
be placed on the throne, and a British General will really rule the State. 

The English Parliament is against khas possession, and it is for this reason 
that Manipur will not be made khas. That the British Raj will have full 
power in .the administration of Manipur is certain. We have not been 
yet able to know which boy of the Royal family will be placed on the throne. © 
Some guess that a son of the ex-Raja Sura Chundra will be put on the throne. 
Some say that Kula Chandra’s youngest brother Jilla Singh will be put on the 


. throne. Jilla Singh is only 14 years of age. 


Be that as it may, it is certain that Manipur will be really under the rule 
of the British Raj. Names do not mean much. The independence of Manipur 
is extinguished for ever. Jubaraj Tikendrajit has also had to leave this world 
for ever. Everything will happen “ as it is in the mind of Providence.” 


II —Home ADMINISTRATION. 


(a)—Police. 


7. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of ine ge complains that never before 
were theft and murder so rife in the town of 
wnett end murder in Baréwan- Burdwan. The inhabitants are so uneasy on this 
account that they either remain awakeat night or watch by turns. The reason of 
this is clear. But it is to be desired that the Inspector-General of Police should 
find it out himself by making an inspection. 
8. The Sahachar, of the 5th August, says that there is just now a serious 
The insecurity of the road from ispute about a hat between the zemindars of 
Baripore ‘to Garia in the 24-Per- Baripore, in the 24-Pergunnahs district, and Nani 
a one : Baboo. Laals are stationed in ditches and copses by 
the side of the road from Baripore to Garia—a circumstance which is a source 
of great uneasiness to the passengers travelling along that road. What guarantee 


is there that men who can do wrong for money will not kill and rob the 
passengers ? | | 
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9. The Samay, of the 7th August, gives the following account of 
the circumstances that led to the late riot at 
The riot at Gya Gya eis me 

On the occasion of the Bukr-eed festival, which took place on the 18th July 
last, a certain Mussulman of Mubarpore in Sahebganj and a mohurir named 
Wabot Khan attempted to kill two cows in front of the house of a Brabmin named 
Meina Pandit. The Brahmin at first tried to dissuade the Mussulmans by 
remonstrances, but finding them not amenable to reason, he reported the matter 
to the police. This led to the riot. In a short time the news was widely spread, 
and all on a sudden at noon the streets were crowded with 15,000 Hindus and 
Mussulmans. Seeing this, the police inspector went to the spot, accompanied by 
constables and head-constables to the number of one hundred, and attempted 
to dissuade Wabot Khan from his contemplated act, but to no purpose. At 
last the Deputy Magistrate came there and persuaded the Mussulmans to make 
over the cows to the police as directed by the Magistrate. ‘The tumult subsided 
in a moment, and the Hindus and Mussulmans quietly returned home. But the 
matter did not end here. Incited by some foolish and rash Mussulmans, the 
Mussulman community resolved in a meeting to slaughter a cow under the 
Pandit’s nose. Suddenly, at 5 p.m., Moghuls and Kashmiris joined the body and 
almost blocked the way to Meinma Pandit’s house. They began to beat the 
Hindus and to tear their sacred threads in the streets. Then the frantic 
Moghuls tried to force their way through the crowd to the lane leading to Meina 
Pandit’s house. On the police attempting to oppose them, the sub-inspector, 
Munshi Mahavir Prashad, was beaten. Then the constables fell upon the 
Mussulmans and snatched away the two cows. Then a terrible riot ensued. 
The Hindus, it is said, were so maddened by anger, that they did not hesitate to 
attack even the zenanas of the Mussulmans. 

10. The same paper says that, while going from Calcutta to Baranagore 
at midnight, certain shopkeepers were attacked and 
robbed a few days ago at the Chitpore bridge by 
four men armed with a Such an occurrence in 
Calcutta is a dreadful thing indeed. 

11. The Urdu Guide und Darussalianat, of the 7th August, says that the 
increase of riots and other breaches of the public 
peace is due to the fact that common agg have 
begun todefy the law of the land. They believe that anybody who has 
money can violate the law with impunity. Nor can this belief be said to be 
quite groundless when it is remembered that truth becomes falsehood and false- 
hood becomes truth in the hands of the police. Another cause of the large 
increase in the number of breaches of the public peace now-a-daysis the Congress, 
which has created a wide split between the Hindus and the Mahomedans. 

12. The Bangavdst, of the 8th August, has learnt that the dacoity case in 
| one ons the Narainpore village, in the Hugli district, has 

A dacoity in the Hugh district. ade no progress. The authorities ought to inves- 
tigate the matter. The writer draws the attentionof the authorities to the 
absence of a chowkidar for more than a year fromthe Khusigunge hat in the 


same district. 


Highway robbery on the Chit- 
pore bridge in Calcutta. 


Breaches of the public peace. 


(b)— Working of the Courts. 


I3. The Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 4th August, refers to the letter published 
in its last, issue (see R. N. P. for week ending 8th 
August, paragraph 12), and written by an amla 
of the Burdwan road cess office, contradicting the charges brought against that 
office, and remarks as follows :— 

According to the amla, the assessment numbers were not correctly given 
in the returns previously submitted, and that is why fresh returns have been 
demanded. But whose fault was it that the numbers were not correctly given ? 
Why was not the necessity of giving correct numbers in the returns explained 
to the mukhtars and the people submitting the returns? A notice directing the 
submission of returns with correct numbers should have been put up in the office, 
and whose fault is it that it was not so put up? 

The writer cannot believe the statement of the amla, that the numbers were 
not given in the returns. For those who submitted the towji returns must have 
affixed numbers thereto; and the talukdars also submitted returns with numbers. 


The Burdwan road cess office. 
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The lakhirajdars were addressed letters according to the numbers of: their 
lakhirajes, and why should they have forgot to affix numbers to their returns, 
and why should their experienced mukhtars have advised them-to do so? Again, 
supposing that numbers were omitted in the returns, they could have been easily 
ascertained from the registers of returns. Are the amla of the road cess office too 
lazy. to consult those registers ? , 

So far as the writer is aware, the mismanagement of the office in this respect 
is of long standing, and the new office has inherited it from the old one. He has 
learnt that Babu Satyataran Mukerji, Deputy Collector, and Mr. Thompson, Deputy 


Magistrate, are anxious to remove the grievances of the people, and he asks the 


Commissioner of the Burdwan Division not to transfer Mr. Thompson from 
Burdwan for some time. | : 
14. The same paper says that a document filed in the Court of Mr. 
Thompson, Deputy Magistrate of Burdwan, in the 
case of Shahjidan Nesalidhi versus Nidhiram and 
Ramdhan, and to certain marks on which the special 
attention of the Deputy Magistrate was drawn by the pleader of the opposite 
arty at the time of its filing has been stolen from the record of the case. This 
is not the first time that documents have been stolen from the law courts in 
Burdwan. A document was stolen from the court of the First Munsif. A 
register was stolen last year from the registry office. A document is also missing 
from the record-room of the collectorate. Besides this, the corners of documents 
are torn and writings thereon are defaced, and papers are otherwise tampered 
with. In the present case it is clear who the offender is and who the abettor. 
But the writer must reserve further comments till the matter is decided. | 
15. A correspondent of the Hindu Ranjika, of the 5th August, complains 

The subdivisional court of iat some of the pleaders and mukhtars of Nowgong 
Nowgong in the Kajshahye dis- employ touters to bring clients to them, and that the 


A document stolen from Mr. 
Thompson’s court in Burdwan. 


trict. peons of the local criminal court do not duly serve | 


notices and processes if they are not handsomely paid. Although summonses, 
are not issued without the Jonosis of boat-hire at the rate of 12 annas per diem, 
the Court peons realize that fee a second time from the party which applies for 
summons. All this has led to a great fall off in the number of criminal cases, 
and is likely to lead to the abolition of the subdivision. The new Deputy 
Magistrate, Mr. Roy, is warned against certain sycophants and backbiters who 
besiege him. | | 
16. The Bangavasi, of the 8th August, says that the accused in non- 
bailable cases and in cases in which they are unable 
to furnish bail have to remain in hajut till the end 
of their trial although of course their guilt has not been proved. In these 
instances it is exceedingly desirable that the cases should be cuend of with 
the least possible delay. But unfortunately through the fault of the hakims 
the accused persons have unnecessarily to remain fora long period in hayjut. 
This is very wrong indeed. Happily, however, the present Lieutenant- 
Governor is trying to remove the evil. In his present tour he is minutely 
examining the records of all such cases, and is administering mild rebukes to 
the hakims wherever he is meeting with such cases. In Krishnagore an 
accused person has been rotting in jail for two. months, yet his case has not 
been disposed of. ‘The Lieutenant-Governor came to know ‘this and remon- 
strated with the Deputy Babu who is responsible for this. 
17. The Hitavadi, of the 8th August, says that a Bengali gentleman was 
refused permission to practise as a pleader in the 
. Bengali pleader in the North. AlJahabad High Court, because when the Judges 
estern Provinces. : ‘ : : ‘ : ’ 
with a view of testing his proficiency in Urdu, 
asked him to translate into Urdu a difficult p e in the Bombay Law 
Reports, he could not perform the task to their satisfaction. But it should be 
remarked that Urdu is a language which it is very difficult to master, and that 
the translation demanded: would have been too difficult a feat even for pleaders 
who are natives of the North-Western Provinces. | : 
18. The Sanjivani, of the 8th August, says that some bnctigo-paetiers 
Babu Kedarnath Roy as Addi- objected to the appomtment of Babu Kedarnath 
tional Judge of Bhagulpore and Roy temporarily to the Additional Judgeship of the 
Monghyt. Bhagulpore and Monghyr districts. They could 


Detention in hajut. 
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not bear that a Bengali Judge should sit in judgement on Englishmen. There 
are Native Judges in the High Court. But they have this consolation that. 
these Native Judges always sit with European Judges. But Government: 
should never encourage this race-feeling. The writer cannot believe that the 
Queen’s Proclamation will be disregarded by Sir Charles Elliott. and Sir John 
Edgar. Babu Kedarnath Roy is an educated and experienced officer. Lae 
~ 19. The Dacca 7a of Pe 9th — says that as Mr. Beighton, 
udge of Dacca, does not hold his court up to the 
res i Ge eagle tion hour, his file has become vary heavy. 
He had written tothe High Court for an Additional Judge, but got none. 
the occasion of the Lieutenant-Governor’s visit to Dacca, the Judge and the First 
Subordinate Judge of Dacca asked the pleaders of the Dacca Bar to apply to the 
Lieutenant-Governor for an Additional Judge. But some of the pleaders 
refused to do this, —_— there could be no arrears on the J 5 oy e if he 
worked full time. But the majority of them made up their min is to apply, 
and a draft of an application was accordingly prepared. As it contained much 
praise of the Judge, most of the pleaders were for abandoning it. But those 
who prepared it said that, as it had been shown to the Judge, it could not be 
changed. The majority of the pleaders, however, refused to sign it, but its 
framers have nevertheless made up their minds to present it to the Lieutenant- 
Governor. It is probable that a counterapplication opposing this application 
will be sent to His Honour by the other side. Nobody can deny that the 
Judge is a very able man. To gain a case in his Court, 1t is not only necessary 
for a man to secure the blessings of his father and his mother, but also the 
favour of his nana and nani. But the worst of the matter is that one feels it 
an abomination even to refer to those whom Mr. Beighton has made his bahanas 
(creatures). It is hoped that if he gives up his bad omgeey, works attentively, 
and does not sleep during the day the sleep which he ought to finish at night, 
he will be able to secure public praise. 
20. The same paper has received some letters about Durgadas Babu, 
; a _  _ the Third Munsif of om ee but does not think 
oo ee piird Munsif of Manikgenj it proper to publish them. ‘The writer hopes that 
" the Munsif will henceforward do his work carefully. 
21. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 10th August, says that the belief has 
a BES ined ground in the public mind that the High 
o ain Gea of justice by Court now a days attaches the greatest importance 
se to technical matters in the decision of cases without 
caring in the least for justice. This belief is very prejudicial to the adminis- 
tration of the country. : | 
22. The Gramvasi, of the 10th August, says that, on the occasion of his 
ss recent visit to Hooghly, the Lieutenant-Governor 
Postponement of Civil Court osked the Judge of that place to do his best to put 
~— down the practice of postponing the hearing of cases 
prevailing in the Munsifis under him. And the J wt has accordingly warned 
the Munsifs on the point. But this will lead to failure of justice in very many 
cases. Already every Munsif has to dispose of 22 to 23 thousand cases annually, 
aud that means very hard work for him. It was therefore not proper for the 
Lieutenant-Governor, who is a kindhearted man, to have asked the Munsifs to 
work harder. Such hurry in the’ disposal of cases will injuriously affect the 
interests of suitors. People pay for the justice which jogs Mowe, and it is not 
per to do injustice to them by asking the Munsifs to dispose of their cases so 


we The Dacca Gazette, of the 10th August, h 
Mr, Beighton, Judge of Dacca. _ th 5 a td g — arene, © © ugust, Has 
There is the saying that the serpent comes out when only the earthworm is 
digged for. And much the same thing is about to occur in connection with the 
proposal for the appointment of an Additional Judge in Dacca. Things threaten 
the revelation of a secret. The Ramayana, the Mahabharat, Krishnalila, Ram- 
lila, Harihar Avatar, gig ny | is heard of. And a notice has already been 
received of a meeting to be held in the Raja Babu’s quadrangle. It is believed 
that many mysteries will be revealed in that meeting. The writer never even 
dreamt that Mr. Beighton would be thus beset with danger through the instru- 
mentality of his friends. But could not the Sheristadar Babu mark which way 
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the wind was blowing and save the boat? He isan experienced boatman and 
and has weathered many storms. He, at least, ought not to have drowned 


Mr. Beighton’s boat after having brought it near the bank. What can we do, — 


save admitting fate, when friend and foe are alike husy plotting against a man, 
During the Lieutenant-Governor’s short visit to Dacca on his way ta Mymen; 
singh, some pleaders complained of Mr. Beighton’s faults before His Honour, and 
wanted an Additional Judge for the district. Why did the pleaders speak only 
of Mr. Beighton’s faults? He has many good qualities. The writer sees no 
necessity for an Additional Judge, as Mr. Beighton, clever as he is, works only 
for two or three hours intheday. The — of an Additional Judge 
will leave Mr. Beighton absolutely without wor : en: 


| : | (c)—Jails. us Cre ee 

24. The Hindi Bangavast, of the 10th August, asks if the increase of 
>... expenditure by Rs. 3 for each prisoner in the jails of 
oo of jail expenditure in Bengal is due to their being supplied with delicacies 
uae which they did not get before, : oe 


(d)— Education. | het Oates ae 


25. The Sakti, of the 4th August, says that, unlike other English Pros 
| fessors, Mr. Hallward of the Dacca College has, no 
one knows for what _— qualification, been at 
once appointed inthe Educational Service on a salary 
of Rs. 800. During the seven or eight months that Mr. Hallward.has been im 
ths Dacca College he has made himself extremely unpopular with the whole 
body of students. Many students complain of his rude behaviour. .The other 
day he turned out by the neck a student of the second-year class from the upper 
to the lower story. Government is anxious about the moral education of boys, 
But it is professors of the type of Mr. Hallward who require to be first tanght. 
The Lieutenant-Governor should be made acquainted with the conduct of 
Mr. Hallward when he goes to inspect the Dacca College. | ee 
26. The same paper says that Mr. Mondy, Principal of the Dacca College, 
eee ea oy? — y fone ~~ - ege. In ay aarp the late 
avar Ohondea Vidvacacar SC Pandit Isvar Chandra Vidyasagar, at first said that 
ee eee he did not know the hts top ndit, and when told 
who the pundit was said that he would have closed the College if the pandit had 
been an inhabitant of Dacca. ee | per ey 
27. The same paper says that the new rule made by the Inspector of 

i alia a Shools, Dacca, that. candidates who. obtain scholar- 
‘ships in the minor and vernacular scholarship ex- 

aminations cannot get their scholarships transferred from the school in which 
they have already expressed their desire to prosecute their studies is causing 
great inconvenience in some cases. It has so happened that a candidate, who 
said that he would prosecute his studies at Utterpare, now finds it extremely 
inconvenient to do so on account of the transfer of his relative from that place. 
Some candidates have already got admitted, and it would be very unreasonable 
to compel them now to go to other schools. | 
28.. The Hindu Ranjika, of the 5th August, says that, when lately : te 

be S ing the Berhampore College, Sir Charles Eh lott 


Mr. Hallward of the Dacca Col. 
lege. 


ne Os Rajshaby of wanted to know why the proportion of Mussulman 


students to the Mussulman population was small; 

and when His Honour was told that poverty was its cause, he simply said 
“might be so” without definitely stating whether he was satisfied with the expla- 
nation. Sir George Campbell, however, plainly declared, on a similar occasion 
and on receiving a similar answer, whether he was satisfied with the explanation 
or not. He said that he believed that the absence of a maulavi was the reason 
why the number of Mussulman students was small, and he at once gave orders. 
for the appointment of a competent maulavi. te ne 
29. The Samay, of the 7th August, says that,if Mr Tawney be the 

: . . Mr T. of Dr. Penticost, all Bengali parents 
ol er and the Presidency with the least sense of self-respect must — their 
Soe ee boys out of the Presidency College so long as. 
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Government does not remove Mr. Tawney from that College. Thé fear entéer- 
tained by many that the College will, in that case, be abolished by Government. 
is without foundation. If the course recommended by the writer is not mga 
anti-Bengali professors like Messrs. Rowe and Webb will become bolder, . 
it will be difficult for Bengali students re tte themselves against insult, 
- $0. The same paper ot En informed 7° Sir oy Elliott has 
| is attention to the question of the selection 
The Baneation Department. §— OF toxt books, . The writer asks those. who connive 
from fear at the evil domgs of the Educational authorities to communicate to 
him all cases of age pon and abuse known to them, so that he may publish 
the same without, of course, publishing their name. The Lieutenant-Governor 
is requested to frame a complete code and department rules for the regulation 
of the Education Department, That Department has been hitherto regulated 
only by circulars, many of which are conflicting and unknown. As.a result of 
this, the Department is in a state of anarchy, owing to the neligence and despot- 
ism of the authorities. | ; wee : 
_. .Jn a country where a School rem ong’ is himself an author, is the brother 
of an author, is related to authors, has the right of ownership in _books,. is 
connected with a yaar, Oo is (indirectly) the er sng | of a press, is the 
Secretary. of the Text-book Committee, 1s the framer of the annual list of 
text-books and is the chief adviser of the Director, or all in all in the framing 
of the Director’s list of text-books, justice cannot be expected to be done ‘in any 
matter unless there are definite rules regulating the whole business of the 
Department. In a country where a man of education, aggre and respectability 
like Pandit Haraprasad Shastri, m.a, can lay his book, which is unsuitable for 
schools, before the Text-book Committee, and where that book is unhesitatingly 
adopted as a text-book by that Committee, stringent regulations are required in 
the Education Department. | See eo 
81. The Sanjivani, of the 8th August, says that there are several among 
oe . the military students of the Calcutta Medical College 
olin anions — of the who are notorious for their ruffianism and who 
the 5th instant, these students stopped a tram car near the Medical College 
and beat the passengers, many of whom were severely wounded. Dr. Birch 
has come to know who these students are, and it is hoped that he will punish 
them severely, for otherwise they will not learn gentle manners. It is to be 
hoped that the students of a Government college will not be let off easily after 
such a wicked act. 


(e).—Local Self-Government and Municipal Administration. 


32. A correspondent of the Burdwan Sanjivani, of the 4th August, com- 
plains that the road in Bahilpara near the Ranisaya 
A road in the Burdwan Munici- within the Burdwan Municipality, which is traversed 
_ by the carts of the Maharaja of Burdwan, is full 
of mud, has no drainage, has no water-supply in the lanes branching away from 
it, and is provided with only one light. _ ea | 
83. Another correspondent of the same paper confirms the charges of 
irregularity brought by it against the Burdwan 
Municipal assessment in Burd- Mynicipality, and complains that a room added to 
ee | | his house in Burdwan has been separately assessed, 
and that a separate Municipal billismade forit. | ee | 
$34. The Dacca Gazette, of the 10th August, says that canvassing appears 
ee the a to be going on in regard to the appointment of a 
_ Municipal canvassing in Dacca. = GS ocretary to the Dacca Municipality. The Commis- 
sioners are running about, and the — for the post are visiting the 
Commissioners with recommendations. It is strange that some respectable Com- 
missioners have become anxious to secure a means of hving for their dependents 
in this connection. Party spirit has also been fully called into play; and this is 
what is most to be deprecated. oo en hee e 
35. The Som Prakash, of the 10th August, says that the Government pays 
no heed to the adulteration of food in Calcutta, 
Adulteration of foodin Caloutt - sithouch its attention has been repeatedly drawn to 
the-matter. There is no limit to the sale of adulterated food in this town, in 
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spite of all the attempts of the Municipality to check it. The Municipality hag 
appointed food inspectors, and it cannot be said that these inspectors are completely 
negligent of their duty. They are at times met in the streets examining 
food.. But unfortunately the work of inspection is not carried on pgp saree 
and the offenders when brought before the Magistrate are not adequately — 
punished. Now and then a milkman or a sweetmeat-seller is brought up before 
the Magistrate on a charge of phookah or of selling bad sweetmeats. But the 
Magistrate is at first seen to be much inclined to discharge the accused, and only 
punishes them with small fines of ten or twelve rupees, The inadequacy 
of the fines leaves the evil where it was. If, therefore, the food inspectors 
are censured for their remissness, they too readily excuse themselves by laying 
the whole blame at the door of the Police Court. They also say, and this 
time with some justice, that the only section in the Penal Code which deals 
with the sale of food injurious to the health of the public is not able to cope 
with the evil. There must be some law for punishing even the adulteration 
of food, and not simply the sale of food injurious to the public health. The 
Government should no longer remain indifferent in the matter. It should at 
once enact a law for punishing the adulteration of food. 


(9)—Railways and communicatwns including canals and irrigation. 


36, The Bangavasi, of the 8th August, has learnt that the road in the 
A ddai ie the Mibtins Mebidn village of Barabelun in the Burdwan district 
PORTALS EEE OLE” ig in a miserable condition, The District Board 
authorities were repeatedly moved in the matter, but have paid no heed to the 
representations of the Fes 4 
387. A correspondent of the Dacca Prakash, of the 9th August, says that, 
Sissies. Gin We se i since the imposition of the road cess, very little 
trict C.-K «in connection with roads has been done in 
East Mymensingh, especially in places within the 
jurisdiction of the Sudder sub-division. The reason of this is that, as Sub-divi- 
sional Officers have exerted themselves for the improvement of their own sub- 
divisions only, the areas left directly under the care of the District Magistrate 
have remained without improvement. As the Magistrate has to attend to a 
great many things, he has not been able to do anything for the improvement of 
the roads. The District Boards, have not fulfilled the expectations which were 
formed of them in the matter of road-making, Much of this work depends on 
the District Engineer’s enquiry and report. A large number of landowners 
of Khadaya, Mahishkura, Dhitpur, Rathal, Betagiri and other places are inter- 
ested in the construction of the opees road from Dewanganj to the Munsiffi 
and the station at Isvaraganj. The people of these places have paid large sums 


of money since the imposition of the road cess. 


(h)— General. 


38. The Sakti, of the 4th August, says that the proposed covenanted 
Whe Bosest and Judicie! Geest officers of the Forest Department too should be 
2 OEE BNE NOLL SINE selected by competitive examination in India. 
Government is going to make an allotment of 3 lakhs of rupees for the purpose 
of increasing the salaries of the officers of the Forest Department, It is to be 
hoped that it will not, after this, grudge the expense which will be required for 
increasing the number of Civil judicial officers. 
39. The Pratikar, of the 7th August, says that the village of Banwaribad 
. aia + ae in the Moorshedabad district, being nearer to the 
tions SC Cutwa sub-division of the Burdwan district than to 
the Kandi sub-division of the Moorshedabad district 
the authorities ought to grant the prayer of the poue of that village for its 
transfer to Cutwa, if no special inconvenience is felt in making this change of 
jurisdiction. | - | 
40. The Samay, of the 7th August, refers to the large number of deaths 
: __ from the ravages of wild animals in Central India 
an neaths from the ravages of wild in 1890 and 1891, and remarks that, in the face of 
_. this fact, the English Government boasts of the 
security of life and property under it. .But it is no wonder that wild animals 
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should prey: upon the defenceless Indians, seeing that they have been converted 
into beasts by the crooked policy of the English Government. | 

41, The same paper says it is the duty of every Government to attend to 

ties gh ome SO health of its people. There are in India English 
the Indians. _ Sanitary Officers on large salaries, and they publish 
resolutions in the official gazettes. But nothing 
practical is done beyond expending a large sum of money for the benefit of a 
andful of Anglo-Indians. These officers do not attend at all to the improvement 
of the health of the crores of poor Indians. 
42. The Sanjivani, of the . August, has the following :— 
ial itis said in the Puranas that Surabhi (the 
— pew »y — cow of heaven) was never tired of giving a 
But if Surabhi had lived up to the present time her udders, perhaps, would have 
dropped milk no more. Everybody is now in want of milk, and Surabhi could 
not have gratified everybody by giving him milk. Foreign conquerors have 
always milked India under the impression that she is the veritable Surabhi; 
and whoever has milked her has gone away rich. Moghul, Pathan, Turk, 
Afghan, whoever came to India, milked her; and now under the British rule 
the same milking process is going on. The Kohinoor is gone, the Peacock 
throne is gone, and one knows not how many other things, big and small, are also 
gone. England has swallowed up all the beautiful and rare things of the newly- 
conquered Burmese Raj; and all the good things of India are being sent away 
to England. Still it is heard that England is governing India in a most disinter- 
ested manner, and does not take a pice for governing it. The English are 
minutely ransacking India from one extremity to another, and taking away to 
their own country everything good they meet with in any place; and th 
would have, if practicable, sent away to their own country even the Tajmahal, 
the Moti Masjid, the summits of the Himalayas, the falls of the Cauvery and 
the caves and temples of Ellora and Bhubaneswar. A good deal of milking has 
been tolerated, but more is intolerable. Formerly Rajas, Amirs, Omraos and 
nae em cone were ee ; but pez 4 cone i milking of poor 
people like clerks, peons, and cultivators for the purpose of fattening England. 
ut who can bear such dreadful milking? siti . 

The writer then gives the following examples of how India’s money is being 

spent :-— | 

é (1) India has to remit annually to England the sum of twenty-one crores 
of rupees. In 1888-89 £14,652,590-5s-3d was remitted from India to England, 
in return for which India got only the services of a few hundred Englishmen, 
and a quantity of English-made goods. 

(2) About a crore and a half of rupees from the Indian Exchequer has been 
expended in England for the construction of the India Office buildings, the 
wo and the godowns appertaining to it, Cooper’s Hill College, and a lunatic 
asylum. 

r (3) Nearly twenty-eight lakhs of rupees are annually expended for the 
maintenance of the India Office. 

(4: All Englishmen who come to India as public servants get their passage 
money from the Indian Exchequer. The exact amount of India’s expenditure 
on this head cannot be easily ascertained. The dhata granted to retired English 
servants of ‘Government in civil employ amounts annually to thirty-seven lakhs 
of rupees. The retired military officers also cost India the same amount 
annually. 

(5) Five ships have been built at the cost of a crore and a half of rupees 
from the Indian Exchequer for the transport of British troops from England. 
Transport of troops in these ships in one year has cost India twenty-eight lakhs. 
In addition to this, the transport of British troops in private ships has cost the 
Government of India a lakh and a half of rupees in one year. 

(6) Eighty lakhs of rupees are annually drawn by England from the 
Indian Exchequer for the recruitment and training of troops. 

(7) India has to contribute six lakhs of rupees annually towards the naval 
expenditure of England. 

(8) India has to bear partof the pensions allowed to British soldiers who 
never set foot on the Indian soil. This head of expenditure costs India four 
and a half crores of rupees annually. 
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(9) Some officers were uselessly employed by Government in England on 
various duties from 1834 to 1867. The pensions of these officers cost India 
annually five lakhs of rupees. 3 

(10) India has to pay three and a half lakhs of rupees annually towards 
— the expenses of the embassies in the Persian, Chinese, and Japanese 

Jourts. | 
(11) Cooper’s Hill College costs India thirty thousand rupees per annum, 
os" it trains up Engineers not only for India, but for the whole British 
mpire. 

“( 12) The lunatic asylum established in England for the benefit of lunatics 
among the retired servants of the Government of India costs India fifty 
thousand rupees per annum. 

(13) The Kew Museum costs India Rs. 7,200 annually. India has also to 
pay for every letter, &c., that is transmitted through the British post office. 

(14) India has to pay England Rs. 2,400 vg compe for the construction of 
the stars for the various Indian State titles. She has also to expend in England 
Rs. 7,000 annually for the sake of literature, science, &c. 

“England is thus milking India in a way in which no one else milked her. 
But how long will this milking go on? Stop milking now. Once reduce the 
expenses. Whenever you are asked to reduce expenses, you deprive clerks of 
their bread and dismiss peons, That will not do. Try once to reduce the 
vast expenditure of money that is being unnecessarily made in England. A 
little courage, a little disinterestedness is required. By that alone can at least 
four to five crores out of the twenty-one crores that is now spent in England be 
saved, And with this four or five crores of rupees real tebe 
India.” Our Government lacks the courage to undertake this work. But will 
oe ie remove our miseries? It is for work like this that a Congress is 
required. | 

43. .The same paper says that a certain Englishman of Calcutta lately 

Oppression in the collection of received a letter from Mr. Kilby, the Income-tax 

the income-tax. Collector, requiring him to pay his arrear of. income- 
tax for 1890-91, the amount being one pie only. The demand not being 
complied with, a warrant was served on him for four annas four pies to be 
paid within ten days. In default, the amount was to be recovered by the 
sale of the defaulter’s furniture. The following is a detailed statement as to 
how the aggregate of four annas four pies was come to:— | . 


As. pP. 

‘Arrear of income-tax cee ‘ine ag 
Fine ne aye wee im: 22 
Cost of distraint, &e. ies eee ee ee 
Total ae ie 


When such zulm is perpetrated on an Englishman, it is hardly necessary to 
say how despised natives are oppressed. But how did the arrear of one pie 
mentioned in the letter become two pies in the warrant? . 

44, The Hitavadi, of the 18th August, says that Government now sees 

Th thatthe Arms Act was a mistake, and itis now ex- 
e Arms Act. : ° 

empting many classes from the operation of the Act. 
Certain villages in Madras, which suffered greatly from ravages of wild beasts, 
have been exempted from the operation of the Act. The Lieutenant-Governor 
is requested to exempt, in imitation of the Madras Government, from the opera- 
tion of that Act, those villages in Bengal which suffer greatly from ravages of 

wild beasts. . 

45. Tue Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 9th August, has the 
following :— 


THE BANGAVASI’?S DANGER. 


Our contemporary .of the Bangavdst has incurred the serious displeasure 
— of the most powerful representatives of the Sove- 
a” of the Banga- reign. Warrants for arrest were issued, last Friday, 
against the proprietor of the Bangardst, Jogendra 


Chandra Basu , against its editor, Krishna Chandra Bandyopadhyaya, against. 


its printer, Arunodaya Roy, and against the manager of the Bangavédst office, 


can be done to - 
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Brajara) Bandyopadhyaya. Along with those warrants a search-warrant was 
also issued for inspecting and taking away everything that was wished, khattas 
and papers, &c. 

Government has instituted a serious complaint against the Bangavdst. 
No use had been so long made of the new section introduced into the Penal 
Code by the ever-memorable Sir James Stephen. A proposal was once made 
to. make use of that Brahmastra ‘seageg weapon) against the Bombay 
paper, the Szvaj: ; steps were also taken in that view; but the Government of 
India did not approve of the Bombay Government’s proposal and prepara- 
tions. Stephen’s Brahmasira is this time really hurled at the Bangavdst. Which 
Government has been the first to take steps [towards the commission of this] 
cruel act of oppresssion [7z., ill-usage], and ha taken the chief part in it, we do 
not know. But the complaint has been instituted by the Bengal Government’s 
Standing Counsel, Mr. Pugh. Consequently, it must be presumed that the case 
is being managed from the Lieutenant-Governor Sir Charles Elliott’s Durbar. 
It should not also be thought that the Lieutenant-Governor’s Durbar has brought 
on this unprecedented and extraordinary complaint of its own motion and 
without the permission of the Governor-General’s Durbar. 

The complaint has been instituted under two sections of the Penal Code— 

(1) section 124A, (2) section 500. Section 124A says that the person who 
attempts to excite the discontent and disaffection of all the subjects against the 
Sovereign, and in making that attempt writes essays, &c., calculated to rouse the 
subjects, shall be punished. The punishment may be from three years’ impri- 
sonment to transportation for life. And the punishment may also be a simple 
fine. Section 500 relates to defamation. It is stated in the complaint that 
the Bangavdst has defamed the Government ! 

- ‘The complaint has been instituted in reference to three Saturday’s Ban- 
gavdsi, of the three dates 15th Chaitra (28th March), 3rd Jaistha (16th May), and 
24th Jaistha (6th June). All the Bangavési’s men have been thrown into this 
danger for the sake of five or six articles in three issues of the paper. 

Government is offended against the Bangavdsi, seeing only English trans- 
lations of the articles. At the time of instituting the complaint, the Standing 
Counsel, Mr. Pugh, did not read all the portions of all the articles. We cannot 
say whether Government has caused all the articles to be translated from the 
beginning to the end. And we will not discuss to-day whether or not the 
translation, in reliance upon which the Bengal Government’s Standing Counsel, 
Mr. Pugh, has instituted the complaint, and after hearing only small portions 
of certain places whereof the Magistrate, Mr. Handley, allowed warrants for 
arrest to be executed against the editor, &c., of the Bangavdsi, is correct and 
free from error. That point will, perhaps, be adequately discussed during the 
trial. a : 

We have seen the articles; many have seen them. But our view and the 
Government’s view may not agree. Where we see no fault, Government 
perhaps sees: hundreds of faults; and where we see faults without number, 
there Government perhaps sees gunas (good qualities or merits) without 
number. The decision will be made at the trial, by the judge, and by the 
jurors who will assist at the trial. | 

But the Consent Act was hinted at in the speech which Mr. Pugh made 
in order to explain the case to the Magistrate. And in dealing with the 
articles, &c., of the 28th March or 15th Chaitra, Mr. Pugh made rather broad 
hints at the Consent Act. 

We will not discuss what sort of faults the Government has seen in the 
different articles of the different dates, and for what fault Government has 
hurled at the Bangavdst Stephen’s terrible Brahmasira. The points will, it 
seems, be adequately discussed at the trial. 

All our contemporaries will feel sorrow for the Bangavdst’s danger ; and most 
men in the country will be sorry and pained. Newspapers come into existence 
in order to do good to the State and to the Sovereign and the subj ect; itis the 
object of all newspapers to try to do good to the country, that is to say, to the 
Sovereign and the subject. All newspapers will be pained to see one of them 
under the displeasure of the Sovereign. Whether the Bangavési is guilty or 
not, whether the Government has done well in imperilling the Bangavdsi in this 

way, the Judges will decide: let the people of the country discuss that; we will 
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say nothing whatever. Nor have we the rightto say anything now. No news- 
paper has the rightto say anything or to make any criticism before the trial 
is over. We are astonished and astounded. hat never occurred hag 
occurred: the most powerful English ruler, who is king over kings, has done, 
for the Bangavdsi, what he never before did! The event which did not ha 

in India at any other time, that extraordinary, unheard-of-before, event has 
been caused to be happened in regard to the Bangavdst/ Seeing und hearing 
all this, every one is alarmed and astounded ! 


THE ATTACK AFTER THE COMPLAINT. 


As soon as Mr. Handley took his seat in his Court, the Standing Counsel. 
Mr. Pugh, appeared before him with his complaint. We do not remember 
having seen the Standing Counsel come to the Police Court any other time, 
For the Bangavdsi, we have to see this new event too! 

Mr. Pugh was not alone; with him was Barrister Dunne; and behind him 
followed the police Public Prosecutor, Mr. Cowie. But the speaking had to be 
done by Mr. Pugh, for he was chief among them. What Mr. Pugh explained 
to the Magistrate, Mr. Handley, relying upon the English translation of the 
Bangavdst, was[thought] sufficient. The Magistrate understood from that exposi- 
tion that the Bangavdsi’s men could be arrested by warrant. The prosecution 
produced two witnesses, and proved that Krishna Chandra Bandyopadhyaya 
was editor, Jogendra Chandra Basu was yy aoe Brajaraj Bandyopadhyaya 
was manager of the Bangavdsi office, and Arunodaya Roy was the printer of 
the Bangavési. 

No sooner the two witnesses [sakshi-jugal: used jsarcastically] were 
examined, then the Magistrate {Magistrate Mahasaya: also sarcastically] gave 
orders for the service of warrants. Orders for searching the Bangavési office 
were also given at the same time. | 

The police was ready. The Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Barnard, took 
upon himself the charge of executing the orders. With him were five or six 
more white policemen. Three or four Bengali Inspectors, too, joined them. 
Many jemadars and constables followed the chief men. 


At 12 noon the powerful police force arrived at the Bangavdsi office. 
All the openings in, and entrances to, the office were closed, and police constables 
took possession of the passage leading to and out of the office. The chief men 
came upon the first floor of the office. In front of the office, upon the road, 
there was a gathering of men—an immense gathering of men—men came 
running breathlessly from all sides to see the extraordinary event. Outside of 
the Bungavést office and inside it—every where—there was great commotion ; all 
Colootola seemed to be tottering. 

Taking his colleagues with him, the Deputy Commissioner of Police, 
Mr. Barnard, began to look into the khatias, &c., of the office. Of those upon 
whom warrants wert to be executed, the printer, Arunodaya Roy, alone was 
in the office; none other was present. The police fartas (chief men of 
the police) went on minutely examining the khattas, &c., went on cross- 
examining the officers of tlie office on many points. Who among the 
accused does what work and how he is related to the Bangavdst, and whether 
or not he has any relationship with any other person—upon these and other 
points questions were put to many. The naturally timid officers of the office 
seemed fallen into great danger; for never before had such an event befallen 
them. It seemed as if some terrible drama went on enacting for one whole 
prahar (three hours) in that office of the Bangavdsi ! 

_ After one prahar the police kartas went away with all their force. And 
when they went they carried away with them all the khattas, &c., which they 
considered necessary. And they also carried away the printer, Arunodaya Roy. 
He had to spend the Friday night in hajut. 

‘‘An action has been brought against the Bungavdsi; warrants for arrest 
are out against the editor and others; the office has been searched ”—this news 
spread itself in a moment in all parts of the city, and men carried it into the 
mofussil too. 3 

At the Adt, at the ghdi, at. the shop, in the bazar, in every house—every- 
where—-the only talk is about the Bangavdst; in school, college and pathsala, 
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everywhere this talk; in mulis and baitthak this talk; there is not in any man’s 
mouth any other talk save this talk about the Bangavdsi. ‘Friends are. express- 
ing sympathy. ; By God’s will, the Bangavdst has more friends than enemies. 
If, by God’s will, the Bangavdst can get out of this great danger, smiles will 
again lighten up the faces of its friends and well-wishers. We await, placing 
reliance upon God alone; nothing can happen without His will... 


WHAT SHOULD NOW BE DONE? 


The King of Kings is agitated; consequently the Bangavédst is in great 
danger. Whether Government has fallen into a vortex of error or not, the 
trial will make out. Self-defence is everybody’s right. When even thieves 
and murderers have the right to defend themselves in the courts, why should 
the Bangavasi alone not have that right? What the Bangavédsi will have to show 
is this—‘‘ We are not guilty of the kind of offence which the Government 
thinks that we have committed. The interpretation which Government has 

ut upon our articles is not their real interpretation.” The Bangardst will 
ooh to show this—* The translation which has been made on the side of the 
Government is not correct and right; the articles show no disloyalty; no 
attempt has been made in the articles to make the subjects disaffected towards 
the Sovereign; the only thing expressed in the articles is a gush of feeling from 
a mind which has been wounded in its tenderest part.” 

The Judge and jury will have to be convinced that the Bangavdst is not 
disloyal ; that it is, rather, thoroughly loyal. And the Judges will also have to 
see whether or not the Government, which has erroneously passed the Consent 
Act, has again fallen into error and is therefore taking steps to punish the 
Bangavést most severely. 

The Bangavdsi will have to try its best to explain the real case to the ruler 
and his judges. But the trial will cost the Bangavdsi a great deal of money. 
Government has engaged big barristers. Government has paid barristers and 
attorneys. Still it has, in the present case, engaged big lawyers with addi- 
tional money. They are all trying their best to prove the Bangavdsi guilty. 
The Bangavdsi will consequently have to engage attorneys and barristers. The 
trial is one that cannot end in the Police Court; it Will go up to the High Court 
and. become final in the Sessions. | 

‘We cannot say how long the trial will last. But it seems certain that so 
large a case will not be over in a very short time. Money will have to be 
spent like water. In this great danger, the Bangavdsi will have to beg for 
public sympathy. When in the Shambazar riot case, all the Mussulmdns 
in India are trying their best to remove difficulties in the way of securing 
justice, why should the Hindus remain indifferent in this great danger of the 
Bangavési? Every Hindu says (or rather admits) that the Bangavdsi has 
vowed its life in the cause of the Hindu dharma, in the cause of the welfare 
of Hindu society. So, is it not every Hindu’s duty to help the Bangavdst in 
this danger? | , 


Everything is ordained by Providence. It is owing to the unfavourable 


disposition of its stars that the Bangavdst has incurred the anger of the 

Sovereign. If its stars be [again | favourable, ifthe gods be not ungracious, the 

Bangavdst will certainly be freed from the displeasure of the Sovereign. If is 

no use now thinking of what will.-be the end of this affair. Everybody should 

see that no obstacle arises in the way of getting justice. All should see that no 

want makes the endangered Bangavdsi’s danger greater. The Bangavdsi is the 
property of the public ; it is therefore the object of the sympathy of all. 

46. The Som Prakash, of the 10th August, has learnt that the Government 

of India has asked the Bengal Government to fill 

Phe Ooh Depeetaene- up vacancies in the Opium Department by com- 


petitive examination alone. This is a very good proposal, no doubt; but it 

would be better still to admit candidates to these examinations without distinc- 
tion of race. | | 

47. The Gramvasi, of the 10th August, has the following on the adminis- 

| trative policy of the Lieutenant-Governor:— 


so Elliott's administrative Gir Charles Elliott really seems to be an incarnation 


of efficiency in the discharge of duty, of devotion to 


Som PRAKASH, 
Aug. 10th, 1891. — 


GRAMVASI, 
Aug. 10th, 1891. 
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duty and of laboriousness. As he is himself dutiful and laborious, so it is his 
earnest wish that all officers under him should be dutiful and laborous; and it 
is for this reason that he is always busy finding means to make his officials work 
hard. But the writer cannot approve of the policy which he has adopted for 
the purpose of gaining this object. The Munsifs work from 11 a.M. to 5 P.., 
but Sir Charles Elliott has made the proposal that they should work from 
10 a.m. to5.p.m. This is not right. It is not proper to treat all officials in the 


_ game manner. It is not abad thing to make rules dy ee the hoursof work of 


these officers who can neglect their work. But the Munsif is an officer who can 
on no account neglect work. He, in fact, has often to work beyond the 
regulation hours in order to be able to get through his work. He is notoriously 
overworked and dies a premature death. Such being the case, Sir Charles 


_ Elliott should not have exercised zu/m upon him. 


Sir Charles has not acted justly in appointing Deputy Magistrates this time. 
It was first announced that only eight appointments would be made, and this 
possibly dissuaded many from appearing at the examination which was held for 
the purpose of selecting Deputy Magistrates. Under these circumstances, the 


selection for fresh Deputy Magistrateships of those candidates who got marks 
at the examination next after those first selected has not been a proper act.. 


Some selections should also have been made from among the Sub-Deputy 
Collectors, while a few others should have been made from among those who 
occupied in previous examinations places next to those who got Deputy Magis- 
trateships. | 


Sir Charles Elliott’s proposal to employ pleaders without practice to work 
as court amla on receipt of commission may, if given effect to, furnish such 
pleaders witha means of livelihood as well as save Government expenditure, 
but it will increase the cost of litigation. 


His Honour’s proposal to make post office peons do the work of court-peons 


is very objectionable. Already much fraud and falsehood is practised in 
connection with the service of court processes, and the proposed arrangement will 
make matters worse in this respect. 


In matters relating to the administration of justice, Sir Charles ought to be 
guided by the advice of the High Court. It is not proper for him to try to 
supersede the High Court in this matter. Such supersession will be likely to 
cause much mischief. 


48. The same paper has the following :— 

‘Great danger of the Bangavasi” :—Government, as complainant, 
took out warrants, on Friday last, under Section 
124A of the Penal Code, against the proprietor of 


The prosecution of the Bangavasi. 


the Bangavasi, Babu Jogendra Chandra Basu, against its editor, Babu Krishna 


Chandra Bandyopadhyaya, against its manager, Babu Brajaraj Bandyopadhyaya, 
and against its publisher and printer, Babu Arunodaya Roy, because of the 
articles which our contemporary wrote during the Consent Bill agitation and 
the Manipur imbroglio. Those of the 20th March, 16th May and 6th June were 
calculated to excite rebellion against the Government. That day the pinter 


alone was arrested under warrant; the police were unable to arrest the 


remaining defendants. The printer had to remain in hajut that day, because 
there is no rule for receiving bail ina case of this kind. On Saturday, the 
other defendants appeared at the Calcutta Police and went to hajut. The case 


will be again taken up to-day. The Bangavast had really begun to carry 


things a little too far. Is the Government to be grossly abused, because the 
newspapers possess freedom? Itis a matter of regret that the Bangavast had 
made an improper abuse of the Government a means of establishing its circula- 
tion. ‘The articles, in reference to which the Bangavast has been prosecuted, 
are really extremely seditious; we felt great fear at the very time when the 
articles were published. And what we fear more is lest, for an offence com- 
mitted by one newspaper, all newspapers should suffer death with it. The 
Bengali newspapers are really becoming gradually very impure in their tastes, 
and it is the Bangavast that seems to have become their leader in this respect. 
a that be, we are heartily sorry for the danger that has befallen the 
elendants, | 
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49, THe Daintk-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 10th August, has the pam 
following :— 
NEWSPAPERS AND THE GOVERNMENT. | 

By passing the re. a the Plage: ( Lord Lansdowne, and his 

| uncillors, have given pain to the hearts of 
The prosecution of the “ ongmes* innumerable iates oul Wiabiiniis When the 
heart is sorely pained, the throat naturally cries. At the hard blow dealt by 
the Consent Act, the innumerable Hindus and Mussulmans of India had to cry 
of necessity, and all India resounded with, and was filled by, piteous and loud 
cries. It is the firm conviction of the Viceroy and his Councillors that the 
Consent Act has poured only streams of nectar in India, and those who do not 
want to drink this nectar are wicked, vile people. Those, again, who approved. 
of and supported the Consent Act, are, in the opinion of the Governor-General 
and his Councillors, the only good subjects of the Maharani, and those who 
protested against the Act and cried and wailed with the object of opposing the 
measure, are all of them bad subjects. If the Viceroy and his Councillors had 
thought that the Consent Act was not a good Act, their conviction would have 
been different, and they would have considered those to be their friends, whom 
they are now considering as their enemies. But because the conviction of the 
Viceroy and his Councillors has gone in a contrary direction, therefore we and 
all garbhadhdnis (supporters of the doctrine of garbhadhdn) have had to incur this 
displeasure [literally, have had to fall under their poisonous eves. 

Error is the root of all mischief. Whenever any dibhrat (difficulty) happened 
in the world, it was due to the mistake of some party or other. Prahld4d had to 
undergo extreme suffering in consequence of the mistake of his father. It was 
by being moved by affection (for his son) that Hiranya Kasipu tried to bring his 
son Prahl4d from a bad path to a good one. It was his conviction that Harindm 
(repeating the name of Hari) would ruin his beloved son Prahlid. It was for 
this reason that, moved solely by his affection for his son, he was so anxious and 
concerned to make Prahldd give up Hariném. We do not blame the heart of 
Hiranya Kasipu: we blame only his understanding. It is our conviction that 
it is because he fell into an error that in trying to do good he brought about 
evil—that he tortured Prahlad with the object of doing him good. 

Our highest representative of the sovereign—the Governor-General, 
the Sovereign Lord Lansdowne—is our supporter; consequently he stands 
in the relation of father to us. It is his belief that those among the people of 
India, who are opposed to the Consent Act, are all of them going to the wrong 
path like Prahldd ; therefore he is trying to bring round all of them. He thinks 
that pacific means will not be efficacious, and he has therefore Ps. himself 
to have recourse to means which are not pacific. Seeing the Governor-General 
fallen into serious error, we are greatly pained and sorry. Prahldd’s father 
thought that his son was going astray on account of a faulty education. Our 
Governor-General is also thinking that it is through the fault of some news- 
papers that the Garbhadhdni subjects of India are going astray (7%, going in 
a bad path) and are becoming dissatisfied with Government. 

The Governor-General and his Councillors did not understand at that time 
that, wounded by the blow dealt by the Consent Act, the majority of Indian 
subjects cried naturally and of their own accord, and writhed inagony. Perhaps 
they have not understood it even now. Not understanding this is the root of 
all misery. 

ay ities population of the country, wounded by the blow dealt by the 
Act, began to cry in agony, and that cry of agony and that wailing of sorrow 
began to be resounded in most of the newspapers of this country; but the 
kartas (those in authority) thought that it was the newspapers which were 
the root of all mischief. Wicked people explained to the Governor-General— 
‘“‘ Governor-General, do you punish the wicked newspapers; it 1s they who are 
the root of all mischief; it is they who are éxciting the people of the country.” 
The hearts of the entire population of the country got excited of themselves. 
That the people of a country are excited, even if there be no newspapers in it, 
is clear from the history of all countries. It was also made clear in India on 
former occasions. But falling under the charm exercised by evil councillors, 
the Governor-General and his Councillors were unable to find out (or under- 
stand) the true course. It is this firm conviction that the Consent Act was 
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pure nectar, without the least trace of poison. All the newspapers of the 
country began to say that the law was pure poison, and had not even the 
remotest resemblance with nectar. As a consequence, the Governor-General 
and his Councillors came to think that it was the newspapers of this country 
that were the root of all mischief. | 
When a belief is firmly established, it is not easy to shake it. We do not 
possess the power to shake the firm belief of the Governor-General, his Coun. | 
cillors, his assistants, and his colleagues. How can the words of those who | 
have incurred displeasure be agreeable? "What we will say now will sprinkle © 
poison in the ears of the Viceroy and the officials of Government. Our nectar 
will now taste as pure poison in their tongues. There is no help for it. All this 
is the fault of Adrishta (fortune): all this is the ordinance of Providence, 
Everything will turn out as it is in the mind of Bidhi (Providence). 


THE BANGABASI’S DANGER. 


‘The printer of the Bangavasi, Arunodoya, was present in the office on 
Friday, and the police took him away. Babu Krishna Chandra Bandyo- 
padhyaya, Babu Jogendra Chundra Basu, and Babu Brajaraj Bandyopadhyaya, 
were not in the office on Friday; on Saturday they, accompanied by their 
counsel, themselves made their appearance in the police. But Mr. Pugh, 
counsel for Government, wanted to have the Magistrate understand that ‘these — 
men had hid themselves, and only made appearance on Saturday as a matter of 
necessity when, after consultation with many people, they came to know that 
hiding would not avail them.’ 

We will not give any answer to this statement of Mr. Pugh, the Standing 
Counsel, The pleaders and counsel on behalf of a complainant make such 
statements as this in this way, whenever they have to object to bail. Moreover, 
when a man becomes a Government counsel, he perhaps becomes the knower of 
the hearts of all. Mr. Pugh says that a Magistrate has no right to grant bail in 
complaints under section 124A ; that right is possessed only by the High Court. 
In refusing the application for bail the Magistrate said—‘ If Mr. Pugh had 
not objected, I would have released the defendants on bail, butas Mr. Pugh 
has objected, I will not be able to release them on bail.’ We will not decide | 
whether or not it has been proper for the Standing Counsel to object (to the 
application for bail). When Mr. Pugh is conducting the prosecution on behalf 
of the Bengal Government, the head of the Bengal Government, the Lieutenant- 
Governor Sir Charles Elliot, will himself judge of the justice or injustice of his 
acts. 

The speech which Mr. Hill, counsel, addressed to the Magistrate 
in order to get the defendants, who are respectable men, released on bail, 
was really very beautiful asa speech. We are not now considering the 
excellence of this speech as a legal performance. But everybody will have to 
admit that the learned barrister is a true speaker. In making the application 
for bail, Mr. Hill did his best to show reasons. He said:—‘‘ The defendants 
appeared on Saturday, immediately after the warrant for their arrest was issued 
on Friday. They had no time for preparation or for instructing pleaders and 
counsel. No translation from the side of the defendants has been made of the 
articles on the strength of which Government has brought this prosecution, 
nor has there been time for making translations. The defendants cannot rely 
on the official translations; the official translations may not be perfectly 
impartial, On arguments like these did Mr. Hill base his application for 
granting time to the respectable defendants and for releasing them on bail. 
But Mr. Hill’s application has not been granted. Itis the objection made by 
the Government Counsel, Mr. Pugh, that has been accepted. The proprietor, 
the editor, the manager and the printer of the Bangavasi—all the four persons— 
have been kept in hajut. To-day, Monday, they will be again brought into 
court. Mr. Pugh will again pies A the case on behalf of Governmeut to-day, 
Monday. With him Will be Mr. Dunne, barrister, and Mr. Cowie, Government, 

_ pleader, in the Police Court. 

On Saturday Messrs. Hill and Lal Mohun Ghose, Barristers, Babu Ganes 
Chandra Chandra, Attorney, and Babu Kanai Lal Mukerji, the celebrated 
Pleader of the Police Court, were on behalf of the Bangavasiz. There was an 
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immense crowd in the Police Court, and there were crowds of people in Lal- 
bazar Street. Not only townspeople, but all people in the mofussil too, are 
expectant and anxious to learn the news. We are consoling our minds by 
relying on the will of God. , 


Mr. HILL'S SPEECH. 


‘The time has not yet come for criticising the speech which Mr. Hill made 
on behalf of the Bangavasi. But we have the right to give our readers a short 
abstract of his speech. 


On the other side, Mr. Pugh wanted to make out that the articles on 
which the prosecution is based are all of them very objectionable. The articles 
were written with the object of exciting people’s disaffection against Govern- 
ment. Mr. Hill wanted to make it out, by reviewing the articles, that not one 
of the articles of the Bangavasi, upon whieh the prosecution is based, can be a 
cause of action. ‘T’hough the language is not always gentlemanly, the import 
of none of the articles is objectionable; there is no trace of disloyalty in -any 
one of the articles; no desire is expressed in any of the articles for the 
destruction of the Government ; there is not even a proposal for rebellion in 
any of the articles ;*and though there is protest against and opposition to the 
Government’s law, there is not a line in any of the articles giving expression to 
ill-feeling against the sovereign (or Government). 

Admitting the pungency of the language, Mr. Hill has considered the time. 
In the opinion of Mr. Hill, the time in which the articles of the Bangavasi were 
written ought to be first considered. The articles of the Bangavasi were 
written at a time when in consequence of the Consent Act, all India was 
agitated; when the hearts of innumerable Hindus and Mussulmans were 
alarmed; when Hindu society and the Hindu newspapers were fearing the 
destruction of their religion; when all people were unable to understand 
whether their fears were baseless or well-founded ; when people were thinking 
that this time the English rulers had commenced to interfere with their religion, 
and when every one thought that the Queen’s proclamation was, after so long 
a time, going to be rejected, Mr. Hill said that it was for this reason that the 
language and the import were strong. But Mr. Hill has said in explicit terms 
that such language or import is not calculated to raise disaffection against 
Government, and that not even the least trace of ill-feeling against Govern- 
ment found any place in the minds of the writers, and no (charge of) dis- 
affection can be based on articles like these. Mr. Hill said in explicit terms 
that Government has acted wrongly by giving permission to prosecute. 

We have given an idea of what Mr. Pugh said on behalf of Government. 
We have also given an idea of what Mr. Hill said on behalf of the Bangavasi. 
The original articles in the Bangavasi, too, are not unknown to our readers, 
Let all think over in their minds; we shall not be able to say anything more. 


THE OPINIONS OF NEWSPAPERS. 


We will not be able to say much, but our contemporaries are saying 
everything. The Amrita Bazar newspaper is blaming the Government in 
explicit terms. ‘The Amrita Bazar is compelled to say that Government will 
not be a gainer by prosecuting the Bangavast. The Statesman newspaper is also 
blaming the Government in strong language; the contemporary is blaming the 
Councillors of the Governor-General. Even the Pioneer of Allahabad has had 
to say, in discussing a different topic, that there is now a great want of men of 
Indian experience in the Governor-General’s Council. 

The Statesman is saying that it is through faulty counsel that Lord 
Lansdowne has become so displeased with the native newspapers, that it is 
in consequence of evil cuunsel that he has prepared himself to interfere with 
the independence of the Newspaper Press, that it is in consequence of the goad- 
ing of evil counsel that he has dragged the Bangavas? into the Criminal [ Court]. 
The Statesman is saying that if the Bangavasi is defeated and punished, the 
Government will not be a gainer, men’s minds will be still more excited. The 
Statesman is saying that, in that case, people will certainly think that the 
Bangavasi’s men are suffering for their country, their society and their religion. 


Som PRAKASH, 
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Our. contemporary of the Amrita Bazar has also m a manner said the same 
thing. | . id 
Fand if the Bangavasi escapes through the peg of God, then the Statesmay — 
says there will be no limit to the bad name of the Government, and its head wilt 
hang down. The editor of the Statesman is an Englishman, and he can easily 
say all this; we depend only on the will of God. | 
Both the Statesman and the Amrita Bazar are saying that the rulers might 
have easily warned the Bangavasi. It would have been enough if any Se 
of the Government had told the elitor of the Bangavast —“ Take care, restrain 
your pen a little, otherwise you will get intotrouble.” When both the Statesman 
and the Amrita Bazar are saying this, it is not worthy of much disregard. 
How can we ascertain the direction in which the real intention of the 
Governor-General and his Councillors is going? Bat whatever the direction 
this intention is taking, it must be admitted by all that the action has not been 
well advised. It is not pleasing to blame the acts of Government; we become 
happy when we see Government without a blet. The Governor-General, the 
Lieutenant-Governor—all are our Rajds, and we consider the Raja to be our 
god. As the heart of the bhakia (devout worshipper of God) is pained to see 
any blot in the character of the God he worships, so the hearts of those who 
are loyal are pained nay, more than pained—to see blots cast on the acts of 
the Raja. : 
Here is a Sanskrit sloka meaning :— 
hat councillor is a bad councillor who does ee good adviee to his 
king, and that king (#¢., master) is a bad king (H¢., bad master) who docs not 


hear the counsels of those who are his well-wishers 
pets are the ministers of the R4j4. TH is the R4jé who earns 


Ail the new 
a bad name if he does met pay heed tothe good advice of his ministers. Sabatary 
advice is wearly always bitter. Words (of advice) which are at once sulutary 
and pleasing sire rare indeed. God alone knows when we shall see the 
representatives of our Sovereign out of the whirlpool of error. - 

50. Tur Som Prakésh of the 10th August has the following:— 

We are particularly serry to hear that, on the afternoon of Friday last, 

@ great danger fell upon our contemporary of the 

vat noe reenan of the Bang §=Bangacasi. The Proprietor, Editor, Manager, 

Pubbsher, Printer, &e., of the Banyavasi newspaper 

have been ‘arrested by ‘warrant. pay Foe wong | public disaffection agamst 

the sovereign. The Standing Oownsel Bahadur, Mr, Pagh, took out warrants 

from ‘the Pelice Court. [tis said that some disloyal statements were published 

in the Bangavasi newspaper of the 23th March, 16th May and 6th Jane. It is 

said ‘that ‘the offenders have not been released on bail. ‘They have ‘been 
committed to the Sessions. We know not how dreadful the fature will bet 

61. ‘The Sulabh Dainik,* of the 10th August, has the following ~~ 

7 THE BANGAVASI IN THE POLICE. | 

On the 7th August last, Mr. Dunne, with the Standing Counsel, Mr. Pugh, 
- instracted by Mr. Cowie, Government Prosecutor, 
| lodged ‘a complaint in the Court of Mr. Handley, 
Calcutta Presidency Magistrate, making the four persons, Jogendro Nath Basu, 
the proprietor of the Bangavasi, Krishna Chandra Bandyopadhyaya, its editor, 
Brajaraj Bandyopadhyaya, its manager, Arunodoya Koy, its printer and 

publisher, ‘defendants under section 124A of the Indian Penal Code. 

Offence— Articles -calculated to excite the public against the Government 
were written tn the Bangavast of the 28th March, 16th May, and 6th June. 
This is a short description of it:—iIt is the chief object of the English Gorern- 
ment ‘to destroy unity among the Indians by establishing misunderstanding (or 
ill-feeling’) between the different communities. Brethren, why are yon. \s 
Why are ‘you inactive like manimate matter? The English are governing the 
people cruelly. They are ruling India with brute force. They:are trying to 
destroy the religions (of 'the people). The English Government is sucking India. 
The British hon is taking the largest share of the produce of India. : 


The prosecution of the Bungavasi. 


‘* A now Bengali daily, smelliin sizoand very badly got up. Appeams ‘to be unconnected with:the 
Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, and is printed by the same person and published at.the same place .as the 
Bengal Exchange Gazdtte. Ttis styled “The Paper for the Million.” | 
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Mr.. Pugh said that in the articles dealing with famine, fever, cholera, fatal: - 
diseases, breaking of embankments, it is the Government alone that. has: 
peen blamed. The statements are terrible, and calculated to give rise to 
excitement. 2 | 

Ever before the issue of warrants, the depositions of two former servants 
of the Bangavasi were taken. Warrants against the defendants were issued on the 
7th instant. The trial commenced on the 8th. It is said that the trial will be 
quickly finished because the Sessions: takes place very soon. | 

On the afternoon of the 7th August, the Police Superintendent,. Mr. Lambert, 
in person, arrested and carried away Arunodaya, the printer and publisher. 
Baboo Kanai Lal Mukerji, pleader, having applied for bail, tte Magistrate said he 
could not:accept bail in this case. Arun was kept that day in the police hayut. 

An order has been passed for searching the khatas, letters, papers, &e., 
connected with the Bangavasi office. 

THE BANGAVASI IN DANGER. 

_ The editor, the printer, the manager and the proprietor of the Bangavas, 
all are now in Aajat. They have not been able to be released on bail: The 
Government Counsel, Mr. Pugh, said:—I say on behalf of the Government of 
India that the defendants cannot obtain their release on bail. The Chief 
Magistrate, Mr. Handley, was obligel to give his opinion on behalf of the 
Government of India, and to send the defendants to Aajat. The Barrister, 
Mr. Hill, made a spirited speech on behalf of the Bangavast. He said that the 
Government of India had undertaken this work at some one’s bad advice; that 
it was the duty of the Raja to lend his ear to what the subjects say, and to allow 
them: te speak out their minds im an.independent manner, and he. hoped that 
Government would withdraw the eharge without delay. pe 

[a conehwsion, Mr. Hill expressed regret, saying that it would be matter for 
great regret, and it. would bea misfortune if the: Government of India did not 
withdraw the charge. | 

52: The Burdwan Sanjivan,.of. the 11th Augnet, has the following :-— BURDWAN SANJIVANT, 


Aug. 11th, 1891. 


THE COMPLAINT AGAINST THE BANGAV ASTI, 


On Friday last, io the Caleutta Police Court of Mr. Handley,. Mr,. Pugh, 
ee ae ivetracted by Mr. Cowie, Solicitor, asked fur war- 
The complaint against the rants againet Baby Jogendra Chandra. Basu, the 

; proprieter of the Bangavasi; Babu Krishna Chan- 
dra Bawdyopadhyaya, ite editor; Babu Brajaraj pr tga its manager; 


and Babu Aranodaya Roy, its printer. Certain articles were published in the 
Bangewvest, of the 28th March, the 16th May, and the 6th June. Mr. Pugh 
informed the Magistrate that the said persuns have, in consequence of those 
articles, made themselves offenders under sections 124A and 500 of the Penal: 
Cede, After that Mr. Pugh read English translations of the Bangavasi’s articles. 
He informed the Court that it was the wish of Goyernment that the case should 
be. heard in the ensuing Sessions of the High Court. The Magistrate Saheb 
Bahadur at ence granted the prayer for warrants against the proprietor, the 
editor, the. manager, and the printer of the Bangavasi, and also issued a search- 
warrant at the request of the barrister. Within an hour the police arrived at 
the Baugawasi office with the warrants; saw only the printer there and arrested 
him there, and took possession of the papers of the Bangavasy office. The 
printer, Arun: Babu, was brought before the Magistrate on that very day. An 
application for bail was made on behalf of Arun Babu ; but as the offence with 
which he was charged was a non-bailable one, the Magistrate Bahadur rejected 
the application for bail.. Before granting the warrants, the Magistrate Saheb 
took the depositions of Babu Durga Das Lahiri and Babu Sarat Chandra Roy. 
On Saturday last, Babu Jogendra Chandra Basu, Babu Krishna Chandra 
Bundyopadhyaya, (and) Bebu Brajexaj Bandyopadhyaya appeared in the Police 
Count with Messra. Hill and Lalmohan Ghosh, barristers. After reading the 
Bangavani’s artieles, Mr. Hill said to the Magistrate that. no complaint under 
section 124A or.section 500 eould Jie in consequence of those articles. After that. 
the depositions of Baby Chandra Nath Bose, Government Translator, of Babu 
Hora Prasad Seatri, and. of Babu Bankim Chaudra Chatterji and others, were 
taken on: behalf of Government. Mr. Hall applied for the release of the 
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defendants on bail, but the Magistrate rejected that application. The defendants 
are allin hajat, A very serious charge has been brought against the Bangavasi. 
The case has been instituted by Government. Itis the wish of Government 
that the case may be speedily decided. The se point which will now be 
decided is wt wv: Goa or not the Bangavasi was kindling the fire of disaffection 
against the Government among the people, and whether or not it has abused. 
the Government. The result of the trial is hidden in the womb of the future. 
Who can say what will happen? But this much is certain, that the Bangavast 
will lose a large sum of money in this case. 

Every one ought to see that the Bangavast gets justice in this time of: 
danger. te these days money is necessary in order to obtain justice. T’hose 
who have not money, have very little hope of ev pomp ny | justice. The case 
which has been brought against the Banguvast must go to the sessions. It will 
cost a good deal of money to carry the case through the sessions. The Bangavasi 
has not the power to bear that burden of costs. It will be a matter for great 
regret if the Bangavasi does not get justice for want of money. The people 
of the country ought to render pecuniary help to the Bangavast to the best 
of their power in this time of danger. ‘Though Government has given permis- 
sion to bring this complaint against the Bangavasi under the impression that.it 
is guilty, still it is also its wish that the Bangavasi should obtain justice. Let. 
no one think that Government will be displeased if any one renders pecuniary 
help tothe Bangavasi at this time. 

_ 58. The Dainik-o-Samdchar Chandrikd, of the 11th August, has the follow- 
ing :— 


THE BANGAVASI IN DANGER. 


Every one is sorry at this great danger of the Bangavasi, and still more 
sorry at the exultation of the Reis and Rayyet. Let 
the Reis (newspaper) exult at the danger of our 
contemporary ; we do not object to it. But we object to its desire to proclaim 
the Daintk as a part of the Bangavast. In editorial matters the Dainik has not 
the least connection or concern with the Bangavast. In many matters there is 
perfect disagreement between the views of the Bangavast and the views of the 
Dainik. One or two examples will suffice. 

The Bangavasi is in favour of the income-tax: the Dainik is opposed to it. 
The Bangavast wants to reduce the salt duty : the Dainik does not want to reduce 
it. The Dainik objected to many utterances and many speeches of Lord 
Dufferin, which were supported by the Bangavasit. The Dainik took exception to 
the speech which Sir Comer Petheram delivered the other year in the University, 
but the Bangavasi did not take exception to it. There is a perfect disagreement 
in many matters between the views of the two papers. If the Res had read the 
two papers with an unbiassed mind, he bh have undoubtedly seen the 
difference between them. 

None of our contemporaries, excepting the Reis, has felt joy at the danger 
of the Bangavasi; but we were not glad at the Mullik difficulty of the Res; we 
were sorry for it. We shall be sorry if some danger befalls him again. We shall 
be also sorry if the extra number of the Mukerji’s Magazine, which was issued 
on the occasion of the Baroda trial, is criticised again. It is natural to feel 
sympathy with one’s contemporaries in their sorrow. Whether the Bangavasi 
is guilty or not, will be determined by the Sessions Court; but no contem- 
porary ought to rejoice at the danger of the Bangavasi. We did not rejoice 
when the Pz: paper was placed in danger on account of Mr. Hearsey. We 
(rather) blamed Mr. Hearsey for his having brought the charge. In the Reis’s 
Mullik difficulty, it was the complainants whom we blamed, _— 

Let the Revs and Rayyet go; let him take the path he likes. By expressing 
sympathy with the Bangavasi in this danger, our other contemporaries are onl 
maintaining their dignity or glory. The Hindoo Patriot has blamed the 
Government. At the time of the Consent Act all the Hindoo papers felt 
severely wounded in their hearts; consequently they all cried and ta Under 
pain, affecting the tenderest parts, the language in which people cry naturall 
becomes very strong. Under intense pain, people rebuke even the Gods. (Such 
being the case) it is not proper to take as models those articles which were 
written in the newspapers, for some time, on the occasion of the Consent Act 
or after its passing, and to judge them accordingly. Like the Amrita Bazar, 
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the Statesman and other papers, this has been said in explicit terms by the 
Hindu Patriot and the Hope. 


His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor himself is going about giving advice 


to people in all places, with the object of calming the excitement caused by 
the Consent Act. Sir Charles Elliott has understood that the heart of the 


entire ay oo of the country is still agitated, and he is trying to pacify 


and satisfy the restless and dissatisfied hearts of the people. 


That Government has not done well, has not acted far-sightedly, by prose- 
cuting at such a time, and relying upon those articles on the Consent Act, that 
strong opponent of the Consent Act, the Bangavasi, is being said explicitly by 
the Patriot, the Patrika, the Hope, the Statesman and all others. We do not 
know whether or not the Lieutenant-Governor gave good advice to the Governor- 
General ; but that the prosecution is an act not approved by Rajniti (State policy) 
is what all our contemporaries have to admit in explicit terms. How he 
Lieutenant-Governor come to understand that the present affair will not increase 
still more the excitement of the Consent Act which he is trying to calm? The 
Governor-General may not understand (this), for his Indian experience is very 
limited. The Proneer itself is saying that there is at the present moment not a 
single man of experience in the Council of the Governor-General. 


But the Lieutenant-Governor himself is not an inexperienced man, nor are 
his Secretaries inexperienced men. How will the Lieutenant-Governor and 
his experienced Councillors explain (to the public) that permitting section 124A 
of the Penal Code—the same that has not been, up to this time, enforced any- 
where in India—-to be enforced in the case of an influential Hindu paper like 
the Bangavasi, for articles written on the occasion of the Consent Act, has been 
an act that will be approved by Rajniti (State policy)? 


We do not say anything to the Government; we are simply giving the 
drift of what our contemporaries are saying. Like other contemporaries, we 
will be glad to see the Bangavast come out stainless from the trial. But so 
long as the trial is not over, we will not be able to say, we ought not to 


say, anything about the guilt or innocence of the Bangavasit. Nor has any one 
the right to say anything. 


Government has taken Babu Krishna Chandra Bandyopadhyaya to be 
editor of the Bangavasi, Babu Jogendra Chandra Basu to be its proprietor, 
Babu Braja Raj Bandyopadhyaya to be its manager, and Arunodaya Roy to be 
its printer; and it has for this reason accused these four persons and put them 


in hajat. Everything will be discussed in the Sessions trial, How will others 
come to a conclusion ? 


54, THe Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 12th August, has the follow- 
ing :— 

All our contemporaries are alarmed at the Bangavasi’s danger. The 
Amrita Bazar is saying that it has been enough for 
the Bangavasi; that it will learn a lesson from what 
has been already done; that Government ought now to stop; that the Consent 
Act agitation ought not to be increased by this [prosecution]. The Statesman, 
too, has said the same thing; it is not proper for the powerful British Govern- 
ment to engage in such court warfare with the weak Bangavasi ; it is easy to 
make the Bangavast humble and obedient. The Amrita Bazar is telling the 
Government to adopt now a mild policy like this; has advised the Government 
to withdraw the case. The Mirror is very sorry, thinking that Lord Lansdowne 
has fallen into an error. None of the papers—the Nation, the National 
Guardian, &c.—are supporting the Government’s side on the occasion of the 
present prosecution. We hope that the advice which is being given by all the 
newspapers in the country will not fail to obtain a hearing with the Govern- 
ment. But everything depends upon fate. If the Bangavasi’s star has not been 
very unpropitious, then Government will undoubtedly listen to the good advice 
of our contemporaries. ? 


[After this are given a short statement of the evidence of some of the 
‘witnesses examined in the Police Court, and Bengali versions of Messrs. Hill 
and Pugh’s speeches. | 
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55. ‘THE Sulabh Daintk, of the 12th August, has the following :— 


MACHINATION BY BAD COUNCILLORS. 


It is not only we that say that the Bangavasi has fallen into danger through 
the machination of bad councillors. All the news. 
papers are being heard to say this. The Pioneer 
itself has said that there are now almost no men of Indian experience in the 
Council of the Governor-General. We have heard the Statesmun say that 
guided by the bad advice of bad councillors, the Governor-General is frownin 
upon the native newspapers. The SBangavasi said nothing which coul 
bring upon it a charge under section 124A. Be that as it may, Government 
will gain in no respect by getting hold of the Bangavast. If the Bangavasi 
is punished, great fear will take possession of the minds of the people, 
People will think that the Bangavasi has been brought to this plight because 
it cried loudly for the Hindu religion, and because it expressed to Goveriadi 
freely and without reserve the pain in the Hindu subjects’ hearts. But if the 
Bangavasi escapes, the bad name of Government will be proclaimed in all coun- 
tries. It is for this reason that we say that it does not look well for a statesman 
like Lord Lansdowne to be influenced or-moved by the wicked advice of wicked 
men. We are still more sorry that wicked advice has so far warped the judgment 
of Government (Jit. has made Government’s ears so heavy) that it has even pro- 
hibited the acceptance of bail on behalf of the defendants. As the defendants 
entered appearance, and as the articles in question 
did not disclose serious offence,* what could’ be the 
reason of not releasing them on bail? It seems, therefore, that it is the sole 
object of Government to cause suffering to the respectable men; otherwise, why 
were they not released on bail, in spite of many reasons (in their favour) ? 


The prosecution of the Bangavasi. 


* The original is not clear. 


IITI.— LEGISLATIVE. 


56. The Sakti, of the 4th August, illustrates the working of the Consent 
Act by the two following cases :— 

In the first of these cases which came up for 
hearing before the Magistrate, Mr. Glazier, the girl’s age was ascertained by 
an inspection of her teeth. People have heard of the ascertainment of a horse’s 
or & Cow’s age by the inspection of teeth, but, thanks to the Consent Act, man’s 
age 1s now going to be ascertained by the same means. The girl’s father would 
not allow his daughter’s person to be examined by the doctor. And what would 
the Magistrate have done if he had also objected to the inspection of her teeth? 
Again, the ascertainment of age by an inspection of the teeth is not a safe or 
reliable proceeding, and it should not be resorted to in cases under the Consent 
Act in which the offending husband is liable to transportation. 

But the Presidency Magistrate, Mr. Handley, has outdone Mr. Glazier. 
He has ascertained the age of a Mussulman girl from her voice. The girls in 
both these cases were Mussulman girls. The writer knew beforehand that the 
Consent Act would work most mischief among the Mussulman community ; for, in 
that community, wives may marry again in the lifetime of their husbands, and 
there was therefore a chance of wives, who were on bad terms with their 
husbands, punishing the latter by the institution of false suits under the Consent 
Act. 

57. The Navayuga, of the 6th August, refers to the case under the 
Consent Act at Krishnagore, and says that the Act 
has begun to do mischief. Scarcely has the glorious 
feat in Rangoon ended, when a fresh glorious feat has been witnessed at 
Krishnagore. If Mr. Glazier, instead of being a cool-headed and experienced 
Magistrate, had been an officer of the type of the Deputy Commissioner of 
Rangoon, this case would have led to serious mischief. What will they say 
now who think that the Consent Act will remain a dead-letter. 

58. The Pratikay, of the 7th August, has the following :— 

The Scoble Act has begun to bear fruit, It 
has already been made use of in some places for 
the gratification of jealousy and malice. The Nuddea case is an instance in 
point. It is owing only to an examination by an experienced doctor that the 
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life of a young man has been saved. Indeed, the law has become an unfailing 


weapon for destroying people’s domestic happiness. How have the prime- 
wehbe in the Nuddea case been dealt with? Will the rulers still remain in their 
trance 
59. The Gramvasi, of the 10th August, refers to Sir John Edgar’s letter on 
the Nuddea case under the Consent Act, and says 
hg Nuddea case under Consent ¢hat it is no doubt a matter for felicitation that 
: Government is ready to mitigate the rigours of the 
new law and to prevent it from being abused. | 

60. The Dainik-o-Samachar Chandrika, of the 11th August, refers to the 
Nuddea case under the Consent Act, and remarks as 
follows :—The father-in-law and the mother-in-law 
of Kamil Sheikh complained to Babu Kedar Nath 
Visvas, Deputy Magistrate, that their son-in-law had cohabited with their 
daughter who was below 10. The Deputy Magistrate referred the case 
to Mr. Glazier, Magistrate, who took the depositions of all concerned, includin 
an aunt of Kamil Sheikh. Both the parents said that their daughter was below 
10, and that their son-in-law had forcibly cohabited with her. The girl herself 
said the same thing. As she refused to submit her person to medical examin- 
ation, the doctor examined her teeth and came to the conclusion that she 
was about 13 or 14. The Magistrate had then no option but to reject the 
complaint. But is not the law responsible for this “ugly acting ” ? 

The Bengal Government has given an explanation of the case. It is 
stated in this explanation that no charge was brought against Kamil Sheikh, 
nor was Kamil arrested. It may be that no charge, in the Jegal sense of the 
term, was brought against Kamil; but having regard to the fact that the 
depositions given against Kamil by his wife and his father-in-law and mother- 
in-law were recorded, his wife’s teeth were examined, and even his aunt had 
to appear in court to give evidence, how can it be said that Kamil did not 
undergo the harassment of a prosecution? Kamil had to suffer enough of 
that, and it is because the Pirs ,Mahomedan saints) were favourable to him 
that he escaped transportation for life. Government says that “as the girl 
said that she was below 10, and as her parents said the same thing, Kamil 
would have had to suffer unbearable harassment in the Sessions Court if the 
old law had been in force; so instead of blaming, people ought to praise the 
new Act. ” | 

To this it may be replied that a case like this would not have been brought 
if the law had not been enacted. Notwithstanding the provision in the old 
law, under which husbands cohabiting with their wives under 10 years of 
age made themselves amenable to punishment, no case of wife prosecuting 
a husband under it was heard of. The fact is that as no girl menstruates at 
10, no husband cohabits with her at that age, and so no case was heard of 
under the old law. On the other hand, as many girls menstruate before 
12 and become yuvat? (young women), they cohabit with their husbands before 
that age, and this is the reason why cases are-cropping up under the new law 
which would not have cropped up under the old. If the old law had not been 
in force, the father-in-law and the mother-in-law of or the wife of Kamil would 
not have dared to lodge a complaint against him. 

This is how the father and the mother of Kamil’s wife must have thought 
in their minds :— : 

“We are saying that our daughter has not attained her tenth year 
Probably the hakim will not take her age to be so low. Considering her develop- 
ment he will surely take her to be below 12. And in that case Kamil will be 
transported, and then we shall be able to make money by marrying our daughter 
again. Where is the harm if the old son-in-law goes away ; we will get many 
sons-in-law if our daughter lives.” And who shall say that they did not 
think in this way when they made their appearance in the Court of the Deputy 
Magistrate? Perhaps they thought that a mere look at the girl would lead 
the Magistrate to think that she was under 12. But fortunately the Magistrate 
did not rely on mere guess, and ordered the doctor to examine, and Kamil’s 
wife then found herself in danger. | 

Both Kamil and his aunt said that his wife had menstruated. The 
Lieutenant-Governor’s Secretary has not made any reference to Kamil’s aunt, 
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but the Krishnagore correspondent has. Be that as it may, it was not proved 
before the Magistrate that Kamil’s wife had not menstruated. From a mere 
examination of her teeth the doctor came to the conclusion that she was above 
12. This put an end to all trouble. 


The Lieutenant-Governor’s Secretary says :— 


“ Tf instead of fixing an age-limit the new law had fixed the appearance 
of the menses as the age of consent, there would have been great difficulty 
in the present case. For in that casé it would not have done to ascertain 
the age of Kamil’s wife merely by examining her teeth ; it would have become 
necessary to ascertain whether she had menstruated or not. And Kamil 
would have been punished if the appearance of the menses in his wife had 
not been proved.” 


The Secretary should not have said so may things without first arriving 
at a conclusion as to whether Kamil’s wife had menstruated or{not. Eve 
conclusion in this case must be based on the supposition that Kamil’s wife 
had menstruated. Ofcourse it must be admitted that a medical examination 
must be necessary to prove whether or not a girl has menstruated. But 
this much is certain that fear of medical examination will prevent the girl, 
who has commenced to menstruate, from bringing false charges. Thus if the 
law had fixed the appearance of menstruation as the age of consent, cases like 
the present would not have occurred. Again, if a man cohabits with his wife 
before she has commenced to menstruate, no harm will done to society b 
punishing him, for premenstrual intercourse is prohibited in the sastras. Itis 
because the Governor-General, the Lieutenant-Governor and their Councillors 
do not understand the sastras that they cause or bring about failure of justice. 


The Hindu sastras prohibit premenstrual intercourse even in the case of 
girls of 13 or 14, but they do not prohibit post-menstrual intercourse even in the 
case of agirl of 11. But Kamil is not a Hindu, and the Mahomedans ought 
to take a lesson from his case. In Rangoon the mother of a girl became a 


-Mussalmani and brought her son-in-law into trouble. In Ranaghat both the 


parents of a girl were Mussulman, and they tried to bring their son-in-law into 
trouble. The Mahomedans should therefore take a lesson from the Consent Act. 
But the party of the Nawab is supporting that Act and is circulating books 
to prove its usefulness. It is the conviction of the writer that the same difficul- 
ties will happen in Hindu society as have happened in the Mahomedan - society. 
But any expression of fear or apprehension on that score will make the writer 
incur the displeasure of the authorities. Who shall say that he will not be 
put to trouble one day ? He finds himself in a dilemma. He feels unbearable 
agony within his heart, but if he gives expression to it he will be subjected 


to insult, persecution, &c. He finds himself in the position in which Marich 


found himself in the presence of Ravana. 


V.—PROSPECTS OF THE CROPS AND CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


61. The Samaya, of the 7th August, says that villagers in the Madras 
eae Presidency are leaving their ancestral homesteads 
site, Sadao nc chi and are flocking to the town of Madras under the 
pressure of scarcity. Many are living by begging from door to door. Some 
can afford only one meal a day, and others cannot afford even that. The 
Governor of Madras has appointed a baithak (committee) at Ootacamund. 
It is to be feared lest Government should deny the existence of scarcity 
without informing itself of the truth, or by concealing the truth in accordance 
with its usual practice. Lord Wenlock is new to his office, and has no 
experience of the country. He will lay himself open to the charge of neglect 
of duty if he sits idly in his hill residence and relies on the reports of the Anglo- 
Indian officials. 
62. The Bangavasi, of the 8th August, has learnt that there has been no 
7 yain in the villages within ten or twelve miles of 
Ps venpeste of She soeue in cert#i2 Dumka in the Sonthal Pergunnahs. The paddy 
ao eee ee Ee” exop has not, in consequence, been sown. ‘Ihere 


is every probability of famine in these villages. 
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63. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 10th’ August, cannot understand how, «2? Banaavasr, 


l : Aug. 10th, 1891. 
Sir John Gorst on the prospects —_ es of scarcity are already coming in oy 


of famine in India. from several districts of Madras, Sir John Gorst 


could say in Parliament on Wednesday, thi 
instant, that there was no danger now of a famine in Indi sitsgsiee 


VI.—MisceLLANeEous, 


64. The following is an extract froma com- Dacca Gazerrs, 
en the character of mmunicated article in the Dacca Gazette, of the 3rd As 5rd, 1801. 
nglish rule. Augus “pore ? 
“Tt pains one to notice that the once pious Company Bahadur, who were 
always anxious to please their subjects, have become a little more self-seeking, 
a little more indifferent, and a little more hypocritical. You will perhaps 
smile —e and say that we too are becoming like you. But never suppose 
that we can be faithless and ungrateful like you. He who saves the life, 
property and honour of his subjects and gives peace to their mind is the 
sovereign—is, in fact, a great god in human shape. We had hitherto under 
English rule enjoyed great happiness, and we therefore thought that the 
English must be gods, But now that our life and property are endangered, 
that there is great want of peace in the land, that wails of famine are on all sides, 
how can we, flesh and blood as we are, think or say that the English are still the 
gods they were. The fact is that, under the influence of time, sin has entered 
even into the body of the god. Perform santé swastyayan, and the sins of the 
sovereign and of the subject will be gone, happy days will come back, and the 
English ruler will be worshipped with offerings of flowers of love. The god, 
: be ery will never be possessed by the Pisach (fiend). Why then should we 
espair 
a It is said that the Government thinks that the more the Hindus and 
the Mahomedans fall out with each other the firmer will be the foundation of 
the British Empire in the East. This is enough to make one laugh and cry at 
the same time. And poor and weak-trained as we are, we cannot understand | 
these affairs of the authorities. How cana man sleep in security in his house 
after setting fire to it? When the Hindus and Mahomedans have once learnt 
to defy the law, to take the law into their own hands, how will the Govern- 
ment make them law-abiding subjects again? How will it restore peace to the 
a when the people will blow off the laws it makes with a whiff of their 
mout 
The writer has been greatly struck with the statement of the authorities 
that the Yuvaraj of Manipur dies because he is a very clever man. Is this 
so? The writer fails to conceive how the good Company Bahadur has 
become such ! 
The people of India now hardly get enough to appease their hunger, 
although they do not mind working hard from early morning till night- 
fall. All this makes the people ask, how a country can fare well when the 
protectors of the people are themselves becoming their destroyers, when men 
are becoming danavas (devils), when money is becoming rare, when houses 
are becoming deserts, and when pran (life) is becoming empty. Indeed, India 
has now fallen on evil days. : 
65. The Chéruvarid, of the 3rd August, says that now that Sir Charles = Cuarvvarra, 
at, a ake ide Elliott is in Mymensingh, it is to be wished that His 4s. 8rd, 1891. 
shouid de in Mymensingh. * Honour will, with his well-known sympathy with 
educated men, take notice of the Mymensingh 
Sarasvat Samiti, an association composed of educated men for the improvement 
of the arts and agriculture in Mymensingh, and attend to the establishment of 
the proposed technical school, to the establishment of which the local public has 
been anxiously looking forward for some time past, and for which the associa- 
tion above named has obtained a grant of Rs. 10,000 from the zemindar,Baboo 
Jogendrakishor Roy Chaudhuri. 
As regards the study of Sanskrit in Mymensingh, it needs only to be 
remarked that it is during His Honour’s administration that Government has 
given special attention to the matter, and that the people of Mymensingh are 
erateful to His Honour for the hopes which have been given by Pandit Mahesh 
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BURDWAN SANJIVANI, 
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Chandra Nyayaratna. Sanskrit ‘has always been sedulously cultivated in 
Mymensingh, and there could be no better proof of this than that glory of 
Mymensingh, Pandit Chandrakanta Tarkalankar. What is wanting is a more 
methodical study of Sanskrit. | 
His Honour need hardly be reminded of the duty that lies on him of 
looking into the sanitary and pecuniary condition of the people of Mymensingh 
as well as into offices and records. | 
66. The same paper says that the cause of the frequent quarrels between 
ls between Hindus ang edus and Mussulmans is to be sought in the 
Meta ous an increased intensity of religious feeling caused. by 
contact with the energetic English people, in the 
security of property of all kinds among which religion is to be counted the 
foremost. and in the present facilities for communication and interchange of 
sympathy. People in one place can now, in the course of 2 few hours, learn 
what the feelings of. their brethren at a distance are. But much illiberality of 
views is mixed up with the present religious ardour, and this illiberality of 
views which is due to the ignorance of the masses is the eause of the present 
affrays. Government should reassure itself that these affrays do not in any 
way presage rebellion. It is true that the social and religious systems of the 
Hindus and the Mussulmans differ widely, but the Hindu and the Mussulman 
are now inhabitants of the same mother-country, and the true Hindu and the 
true Mussulman persue essentially the same path in religion. They are enemies — 
of the country who would fan into flame the dying embers of the animosity 
between the Hindu and the Mussulman. The number of such people is not 
few, and it is far more difficult to restrain them than it is to restrain misguided 
Hindus and Mussulmans. But it is at the same time absolutely necessary to 
frustrate their evil designs. | ; eee 
67. ‘The same paper approves of Sir Charles Elliott’s practice of -inspeet 
Inspection of offices by Sir ng offices without previous notice. This is the 
Charles Elliott. only effective way of ascertaining how work is 
done in the master’s absence. 


The late Pandit Isvara Chandra 67 The Burdwan § anjiwanti, of the 4th August, has 
Vidyasagar. the following. on the late Pandit Isvara Chandra 
Vidyasagar :— | 

The Pandit was not only an “ocean” of learning, but also an “ ocean ” of 
kindness. When malaria first broke out in Burdwan and people died by the 
hundred, the Pandit paid a visit to the place and did his best to alleviate the 
sufferings of the poor. He used to make a house-to-house inspection, distribut- 
ing medicine, food and cloth. He opened a charitable dispensary there 
engaged the services of a doctor, and caused food and medicine. to be distributed 
gratis to hundreds of people and thereby saved their lives. During that time 
two respectable families of Burdwan fell into a helpless. condition, and the 
Pandit helped each of them witha monthly contribution of Rs. 50. One of 
them was in the receipt of this charity, up to the time of the Pandit’s death. 

68. A correspondent of the same paper complains that there is no good 

ae tank in Gopalpore, Mangalkote, and that many 

G bad *. ee water at persons in the village therefore die every year of 

nese Res cholera by drinking foul water, The poor people 

of the village have no one to help them in this matter except Government which 
is a friend of the poor. Will not Government look to the matter ? 


69. The Sahachar, of the 5th August, says that a Buddhist mendicant told 
a Bengali friend of the editor who expressed a 
desire to visit Tibet that foreigners and especially 
Bengalis have been prohibited from visiting that country. The prohibition was 
made by the Tibet Government when it found out that a Bengali had furnished 
the English Government with secret information regarding that country which 
he had gathered in the guise of a student undera Lama. The Lama, it was 
added, was executed for having given shelter to the Bengali. cee 


70. The same paper, referring to the flower-show at Simla, says that it 
was perpetual spring in the dominions of the 
rakshasa-king Ravana, and that whenever there is — 
luxury there is a show of blown and unblown flowers. : 


Foreigners in Tibet. 


The flower-show at Simla. 


(: 844 ) 
71. The Navayuga, of the 6th Augas 


, SAYS t— Mag aaa Cea ne 
~~ Mr. Tawney Jecited the other day thé whole 
- nd_the’ meet eget | ie other day the whole 
in heaeae of indis loves Chandre hation++the Bengali public—to' be grest lids béfore 


Vidyasagar. ¥ his countrymen ard kinsfolk, and yet ws do tot 
hesitate to accept Mr. Tawney 4s teacher and to‘ take lessons from hii. To say 
nothing of taking lessons, the students of the Présidenos College honoured: 
Mr. Tawney with a great honour by seating him on thé Presidetit s chai the’ 


other day in dog honour to the meniory of Pundit Vidyisagar. It is’ séid. 
that men like Justice Gutndas attended ‘the tiestitig. at stiall wé day! 


Where is the toom (in our hearts) to Hold this sorrow! Tht éxéessive 


amiability of the Justice is daily becomiiig iisteid of a merit ad sourts of 
faults. Youths! Are you not called the future hopes of India, Is this thé 


sion and proof of that? Can feed show who became great in any pldéce having 
bidden adieu to national self-respect and having ¢ast overboard (individual) 
self-respect. It is our belief that a great man like’ Vidyasaghy—a man with 
self-respeet—was completely insulted instead of being’ honoured by the 
holding of a meeting under the Présidentship of Mr: Tawney. And you too 
Mr. Tawney! When in your opinion the whole Bengali nation is (composed 
of) liars ‘Vidyasagar'too is a liar. We cannot understand how under these 
circumstances, you proceeded to sing the praises ofa liar in the company of liars. 


72. The same paper says that the Indian nation is like a’ min’ attacked: 
Tiles a a with an epidemic disease lying’ in a- state of 
lan nation. 


| collapse. It shows no sigh of life or' corstidusneéss: 
Much: was heard during the last four months of agitation in England for the 
repeal of the Consent Act, of giving up the use of foreign: articles, of the wtinost: 
possible effort to preserve the vernaculars and nationality, but all this: now 
appears to have been a dream. The English have entered into the réal nature 
of the Indians, and how should it then deem native agitation as anything more 
than the cries of beasts. 
73. The same’ paper says that the Congress has up to this time- doré no’ 
_ sisi good to the country, nor’ can it do any good in: 
ngress.. 
mischief can be done 


ture. But the Age of Consent Act: shows. that 

> by it. The Congréss is no object of love to the Hindu,- 

and it is: the writer’s belief that no Hindu will have anything to do-with it.- 
8 of rupees which: 


‘ mans eS 


Cow-slaughter on board a pas- 
senger steamer. 


This incident 


ment. the village of Lakha in the Burdwan district :— 
For two hours His Honour stood there and listened to the representations 


of the people. No decision was arrived at on the spot. But it. 1s beyond the 
ower of pento describe the satisfaction we have derived from the fact of 
His Honour’s taking the trouble of hearing from the subject’s own mouth his 
tale of distress. This was as it should be, and what ought to be done. If the 
ruler himself shows how duty should be done, the.officials can have no alterna- 
tive but to discharge their own duties rightly. If the English wish to teach 
duty, it is by such personal example as has been set by Sir Charles that they 
should teach it. There is no neéd of importing Missionaries: from: America for 
the purpose. see | 
76. The Samay, of the 7th August, regrets that the people of Moorsheda- 
bad have now almost ceased to‘rdar silkworms.: But 


The rearing of sil kworms in 
Micschsathal 


do a great service to their country. 


if educated people attend to the rearing of silkworms, 
they may enrich themselves and at the same time 
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The rulers of India and the 76. The Sulabh Dainth, of the 7th August, has 
muchis of Greece. the following :— | | 
Capital punishment no longer obtains in Greece. This objectionable 
practice was abolished not by the order of the King of Greece, but at the desire 
of the Greek mucht; and not the order of the King was effectual against the 
pleasure of the mucht in Greece. The whole body of executioners in Greece 


_ resolved not to carry out the cruel order of the King. The order of the King 


was disobeyed. ‘That wasa very serious thing. Large rewards were offered; 
but the poorest of the poor in Greece could not be moved by such temptations, 
They would rather die of starvation than take the life of a fellow-man. Thus 
has capital punishment been abolished from Greece. While in Greece even a 
muchi feels averse to take the life of a man, in India, however, the ruler himself 
takes men’s lives without the least compunction. Who then, is the superior 
man—the muchi of Greece or the ruler of India? 2 

(7. The Bangavasi, of the 8th August, contains an article headed the 
*‘ Fixed determination of Providence,” of which the following is a translation:— 

Through God’s will the Mussulman became the sovereign of the India of 
the Hindus. Again, through God’s will, the Christ- 
ian has occupied the Mussulman’s throne, and the 
English are reigning over the Moghul’s empire. In 
that India over which, through God’s will, Baber, Humayun, Akbar, Jahan- 
gir, Shah Jehan, Aurungzebe and Shah Alum held absolute sway, Geonge, 
William and others (also), through God’s will, exercised sovereignty. Now, 
through God’s will, Her Majesty Victoria, the daughter of Kent, is exercising 
sole sovereignty over the same India. 

Through God’s will, the Badshahs ruled personally. Through God’s will, 
the Empress of India, instead of ruling over India personally, now rules over it 
by sending hig representatives, and with the assistance of those representatives. 
Big English Earls and Marquesses now fill the seats (once occupied by) Baber, 
Humayun and others. The seat once adorned by Akbar, Aurungzebe and others 
is now adorned by Dufferin, Lansdowne and others. In that Bengal over 
which Ali Verdi, Serajud-doulah, Mir Jaffer, and Mir Kassim ruled as 
Nawabs, by God’s will, Halliday, Grant, Beadon, Grey, Campbell, Temple, 
Eden, Thompson and Bayley have ruled as Lieutenant-Governors, and Sir 
Charles Elliott is now ruling as Lieutenant-Governor. 

Through God’s will, at one time, it was the Mussulmans who earned fame 
and prestige in the India of the Hindus. Through God’s will, it is the 
British nation which now enjoys most fame and prestige in India. Through 
God’s will, at one time, the Mussulman’s Persian and Urdu became the r4j-bhdsd* 
in the India of the Hindus. Now, again, through God’s will, it is the English 
language which shines in the India of the Mussulmans as the rdj-bhdsd. 
Through God’s will, atone time, the Mussulman’s musjid reared its head 
higher than the Hindu’s temple in the India of the Hindus. Through God’s 
will, again, the Christian’s church is now rearing its head higher than the 
Mussulman’s musjid in that very India. | 

What has occurred and what is occurring through God’s will, we, Hindus, | 
are bound to submit to with bowed heads, and we do submit to it with bowed 
heads and with contented hearts. Our sruti, smriti, purdéna, tantra, kavya, ndtaka, 
all say that the Raja, whoever he may be, is to be worshipped like a god. 


‘“‘Mahati dévaté hyésh4 narartipéna sansthité.” 
‘¢ For this is a great God in the form of a man.” 
We worship the Raja even as we worship a god. 


‘‘ The fixed determination of 
Providence.” 


We worship the Raja even as we worship a god. And just as we make 
abdért to a god, so we make abdér to our Raja too. And when the god becomes 
displeased, just as we propitiate him by means of ydgyajna, yapatapa, shanti 
and swastyana, 80, when the Raja becomes displeased, we try to propi- 
tiate him too by means of argument, protest, crying, weeping and similar acts. 
When a foolish son suffers any misery, he rebukes his father and mother. The 
bhakta Rémaprasid used to rebuke even the Mahamdy& Mahdsakti (whose 


*L age of the Raja or ruler. 
+ Selfish or unreasonable request, as that of a child, prompted by love or affection. 
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pesaga jt he was). Why should not he, who is loyal by nature, rebuke in his 
hour of danger his Raja? 

You should know that the man who loudly proclaims the faults of the 
Raja is loyal. The disloyal man does not cry aloud, but attempts to compass 
destruction silently, The Russian Nihilists do not cry aloud, but plot in secret 
chambers. T’he Sepoy mutineers did not cry in newspapers, but carried on 
their F say unperceived. 

Jow many are the things that come out in wails of sorrow! Can anybody 
restrain his speech when crying and making abdér? Native or foreigner, we do 
not understand. Whoever our Raja, we make abdér and complain before him. 
It is our misfortune that the officials treat us from time to time -as utter 
strangers. ‘T’his is why we feel dead (as it were) in our heart of hearts. When, 
for the sake of our lives, we throw ourselves at their feet, the officials say we 
come to chop off their legs. And if we give expression by word of mouth to 
our heart’s agony, the representatives of the Raja say we are abusing them. 
If we ask them to allay our sufferings, they think that we are acting as their 
enemies. All comes of an untoward fate, and. all is the outcome of a fixed 
determination of Providence. 

We know that what the Fates have ordained will come to pass. That we 
still seek relief, is because our mind is not satisfied [by our not doing anything). 
That the mind is not satisfied, is also a fixed determination of Providence. 
The ro in their pain, are in the habit of saying many things. In pain 
and suffering, it is not always possible to restrain language. But neither the 
Raja nor the officials have pains and sufferings. They ought therefore to keep 
their heads always cool. The gods do not get offended at the bhakids’* rebukes. 
Why should the officials get offended at the subjects’ abdér ? 

But the officials get offended at every step. There is not much harm if 

the other officials get offended; but it means ruin if tne chief officials in the 
realm, the present Nawabs and Badshahs of India, are agitated and offended. 
We know that it is only the fixed determination of Providence that brin 
about this improper result. But it is our misfortune that we cannot console 
our hearts, and it is the fixed determination of Providence that renders us 
incapable of exercising our judgment. 
_ _Insurmountable are the decrees of fate. And nothing can frustrate the 
fixed determination of Providence. Whatever will happen we must bear. 
We are like an earthen jar on the stream of time. In whatever direction the 
stream carries us, in that direction we must go. 

It is this stream (of time) which is making us dance and jump and bound and 
move proudly on with swelling bosoms. Again, when the same stream will 
us away and dash us forcibly against the foot of the hill, mountain, or tree on 
the bank, we will have to become rent and torn to pieces. Nothing will enable 
us to frustrate the fixed determination of Providence. _ 


It is owing to fate that we have our luxuries, enjoyments, pleasures, . 


rejoicings, dancing, singing, festivities and entertainments. This moment we 
are supremely happy, so much so that this large world seems to us like a small 
earthen cover; but the next moment may perhaps witness our destruction. 
The fixed determination of Providence—what this is, cannot be understood 
until it has realised itself in action. We have not the right to enter into the 
will of God. 7 : 

We are subject to the decrees of Providence. Our Raja, too, is subject to 
the decrees of Providence. That which is ordained to happen must happen. 
And it is because we are extremely foolish that the thought of the future makes 
us uneasy, that we seek relief in danger, and that we run mad in our attempt to 
change the views and inclinations of the Raja. Foolish as man is, he is a slave 
of mdya,t and he has therefore to causelessly suffer misery. And we shall 
probably have to suffer misery all our lives. 

78. Thesame paper says that at a meeting of the Navadwip pundits in 

< the rooms of the Government school at Howrah, 
The Navadwip Sabhaand moral Baby Mahendra Nath Bhattacharyya, M.A., B.L., deli- 
education. h: : 
vered himself to the following effect :— 


* Devout worshippers. 
usion, 
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( B44 ) 


_ The Navadwip Sabha was doing the needful in the matter of the moral. 
instruction of boys. . Education in the English language and science was no 
doubt extremely necessary ; but it was at the same time necessary that Indian 


education should be im consonance with good morality and the Hindu religion. 


Steps should be taken to encourage the reading of moral books in Sanskrit and 
Bengali. It could not be hoped, however, that under the existing method of 
selecting text-books for schools moral text-books would be read there. Text-books 
are now selected not with reference to their intrinsic merits, but mostly upon 
recommendation. ‘The Sabha will therefore try to publish cheap moral text- 
books, and to induce educated men of good moral and religious principles to 
give moral instuction in the schools. Work has already been undertakén on this 
é in the Calcutta Normal School. Me 

79. Sasadhar Tarkackuramani, writing in the same paper, says that 

The Di lad the Dharma Mahamandal will be the centre as it 
| were of the national power of the Hindus. It will 
be the place where the Hindu people shall find generous shelter; it will tie the 
Hindus, life and soul, in one bond of unity; it will also tie all the Dharma 
Sabhas in one bond of unity. Ayo it will give birth to thousands of new 


Dharma Sabhas and teach — du to feel for his co-religionists. For the 
present its field of action will be the enfire province of Bengal, Behar, and 


Orissa. 

) All Hindus, wherever they may be, ought to awake at this time. Every 
Hindu ought to do his utmostto help the Dhkarmamandal, ought to try by money, 
by labour, by writing—in fact, by his whole life—to see that its object is attained. 
4 this is not done, the Dharmamandal will not be able to attain its object. For 
that object is no common thing that can can be achieved by a handful of men. 
If the Dharmamandal cannot be established in the present siate of things in 
this country, the whole land of the Aryas willin no long time undoubtedly 
become a Smasana (cremation ground). : 


80. Referring to the affair in Simla between a Military officer and the 
Eg wr ee ary ae Maharana of Dholepore, the Sanjivani, of the 8th 
¢ Dholepore aitair in Sim's. —_ August, says that the Maharana would have acted 
in a manner most befitting his position as a Major of the Central Indian Cavalry 
Regiment if he had inflicated condign punishment on the Military officer on the 
spot. Will Sir Frederick Roberts do justice to the Maharana by properly 
unishing the officer for his misbehaviour? ‘The matter has come to the know- 
edge of the Viceroy, and it remains to see how His Excellency disposes it off. 


81. The same paper says that those who.-said that the Consent Bill 
agitation would put a period to the existence of the 
Congress willnow see that the foremost among 
opponents of that measure have been appointed office-bearers of the Provin- 
Congress Committee for Bengal. 


82. The same paper says a 4 the porn ok ragga a ee ae prosti- 
Pre tutes from nig to midnight. is 18 & Ver 
ree © ee bad state of things as mane the youth of the 
metropolis, who often fall into the snares of these women, and are ruined for life. 
Lately the residents of Lahore petitioned the Lieutenant-Governor of the 
Punjab for the removal of the prostitutes from the Anarkali Bazar, and the 
Lieutenant-Governor expressed full sympathy with the object of the petitioners, 
but said that he could not comply with their request as there was no provision 
in the existing law by which such removal could be effected. His Honour, 
however, has promised to insert a section in the new Punjab Municipal Bill by 
which prostitutes can be required to reside in quarters of the town specially 
fixed for them. The people of Calcutta should agitate for a similar change in 
the Municipal Act of Calcutta. Seeing that Sir Charles Elliott is evincing great 
ardour for the improvement of the morals of Bengali youths, the people of 
Calcutta ou i to have no difficulty in achieving this object. It is idle to 
expect that the elite of the Calcutta community will move in the matter. For it 


The coming Congress. 


the 
cial 


_is the scions of many wealthy families in Calcutta that support the prostitutes. 


The Committee formed the other day for looking after young men’s morals 
ought to take the matter up. ae , 


83. The Hitavadi, of the 8th A 
is now hateful to most Englishmen in the North- 
Western Provinces, and many means are being 
adopted to keep the lis out of the offices of 
those Provinces. Up to this time the Bengalis were able to find out a means of 
livelihood b ing the Allahabad Pleadership Examination. But hard and 
harder conditions are being laid down for the candidates for that examination 
for preventing Bengalis from passing it. It was hitherto the rule that a 
candidate for that examination must procure a certificate of proficieney in Hindi, 
from some Judge or Magistrate who would examine him. But now Urdu has 
been substituted for Hindi, and the certificate is to be produced from a Judge of 


the local High Court. 
84. The same paper says that English Magistrates may easily improve 
em and thereby 


the condition of the districts under 


Bengalis in the North.Western 
Provinces. , 


Magistrates and the improve- 


ment of districts, 

Government by following the example of Mr. Skrine, 
Magistrate of Rungpore. That gentleman has started many works which will 
enrich the Rungpore district. Mr. Phillips, of Mymensingh, too, is trying to 
introduce the cultivation of cotton and manufacture of cloth into that district. 
It is hoped that the zemindars of Mymensingh will help Mr. Phillips in carrying 
out his scheme. 

85. The same paper says that the fact there is no other officer than 
Mr. Tawney in the Education De ent with the 
initial letter T’. in hissurname, and that Mr. Tawney 
has made noreply to the writings against him in the press, leave nodoubt that the 
Mr. T. of Dr. Pentecost is no other than Mr. Tawney. It is said that 
many students now feel it a humiliation to take lessons from Mr. Tawney, 
and many of them will perhaps leave the College if Mr. Tawney makes no 
attempt to exculpate himself. Mr. Tawney persists in his obstinacy, Govern- 
ment should compel him to apologise. 

86. The Hindi Bangavasi, of the 10th August, says that dearth of food- 

ins in and about Candahar has induced the 

Leaks of Cabul to stop the export trade of his 

country. The Amir of Cabul is an uncivilised 

ruler, whilst the English are civilised rulers. It is this difference which has 

prevented the English rulers of India from putting acheck upon the export 

trade of this country although reports of scarcity and distress are coming from 
all directions. ) 

87. The same paper says that the Indian Daily News, having regard to 
the frequent reports of unfortunate domestic 
occurrences that come from England, now sees the 


Mr, Tawney. 


The English Government in 
India and the Amir of Cabul. 


The Indian Daily News and the 


ae —— necessity of some radical change in the gg 
laws of the English people. But at the time of the 


passing of the Conset Act the same ‘paper was very loud in its denunciation of 
the marriage customs of the people of this country. People who live in glass 
houses should not throw stones at others. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATOR’S OFFICE, 
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